VOLUME XXXIX NUMBERIII
Sonship | - The Simplicity of Sonship

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Scripture: Matthew 4:12-17

Matthew 4:17 says, “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”” He made this statement shortly after John had been put in prison and Jesus left Nazareth for Galilee and He dwelt
in the regions of Capernaum, Zebulun and Naphtali in order to fulfill scripture. It is obvious that the King now has a
Kingdom. Because the King has a Kingdom what qualifies a person to be a disciple and to participate fully in His Kingdom?
That really becomes the essence of the question that the church is struggling with right now. Are we really making disciples
or are we just welcoming in converts? A disciple is one who walks as Jesus walked and unless we can teach the church to
walk as the New Testament saints, then we are not really developing fruitful, forceful disciples of Christ. The disciples are
our example of what it means to walk as a Christian. Peter and Paul are what ministers should look like. Can we do what
Peter did, and can we function as Paul did? Can we operate in grace and truth and in both mercy and might as they did
and as James and John as well as countless others? The entire book of Acts shows us what we are supposed to look like
and to function like. It starts out with Peter declaring the power of the Holy Spirit and proving it by terminating Ananias
and Sapphira! Do today’s ministers look like Peter and Paul? And if not, why not? We need to remember that the Kingdom
of God has not changed and the King has not changed. What are we missing? Doctrine that fails to represent the whole
counsel of God has turned the church into the passivity of Eli. An interesting way to check the temperature of a church is
to ask the congregants who they voted for in the 2016 Presidential election. Voting for abortion or gay marriage points
to Word-ignorance and does not represent Who God is.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Scripture: Matthew 23:1-11

In Matthew 13:1-11 we find Jesus teaching the Word and a parable about the different kinds of soil. Verses 10-
11 say, “And the disciples came and said to Him, ‘Why do You speak to them in parables?’ He answered and said to them,
‘Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.”””
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus draws a distinction about two different groups? The one group could not understand the
revelation of Who God is. But to His closest twelve disciples, it was given to them to know the mysteries of the Kingdom
of heaven. Are we going to be in the discipleship group who get to know the mysteries of the Kingdom or are we going to
be with the religious crowd who do not understand and cannot participate in walking in it? It looks like there is a large
dimension of what Peter and Paul walked in that we are not walking in today. Do we gain in knowing God by just attending
church? We cannot afford to miss a single thing that God wants for us. We must catch it all, if we are going to join the
army who will harvest nations.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Scripture: Mark 1:14-15

Mark 1:14-15 says, “Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom
of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”” The King

1



has a Kingdom and He is outlining what that Kingdom is. We have the opportunity to participate in the Kingdom of God
and as we do we are going to have to choose to be a disciple. We walk the way Jesus walked, and every step is a choice.
We must deliberately learn to think the way Jesus thought. Accepting God’s Kingdom is a choice that we must intentionally
make when we receive Jesus as our Savior. And if we do, we are welcomed into the privileges of that Kingdom and have
the authority to walk in that place. The question is, are we going to carefully and thoughtfully choose discipleship beyond
what other generations have done? Are we going to choose to accept the fullness of Christ so we can begin to look and
function more like Peter and Paul? The end-time harvest demands the fullness of Christ!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Scripture: Luke 4:14-21

Luke 4:14-21 says, “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all
the surrounding region. And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. So He came to Nazareth, where He had
been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He
was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me, To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are
oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and
sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, ‘Today this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”” Here, Jesus did something unique. With every eye upon Him, He closed the book,
gave it back to attendant and sat down. Then for emphasis He said, “This day this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
The hardest place of all for someone to confront established tradition is in their own hometown and Jesus did just that.
He made the religious crowd so mad that they wanted to kill him by throwing Him off a hill. The Father asked the Son to
challenge tradition in His own hometown. Might we be treated this way as we personally follow God’s path for our lives?
Will He cause us to give a message in such a way that might anger others to the point of desiring to kill us? One thing is
for sure, when we walk with the Holy Spirit we will find out quickly if we are willing to speak what God wants us to speak.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Scripture: Ephesians 1:3

A few months ago the Lord came to me and said, ‘l am going to teach you Ephesians the way | taught it to Paul. It
is his testimony about how he learned to walk out his gifting and call which | gave him before the foundations of the earth.’
In Ephesians Paul outlined how he learned to walk out his gifting and call in the power of the Holy Spirit. How can we
move forward judicially with a certainty that our judicial prayers originate with God? This is the key question and God
gives us the answer in the book of Ephesians. The value of this in this new series is we find out how to walk in the authority
of Christ in a safe way where we keep the origins of it in the Holy Spirit and not born out of our flesh or our desires. That
in effect is the message of the book of Ephesians and Bible scholars agree that it is the pinnacle revelation of the church
in the New Testament, and rightly so. But it also has a stunning simplicity that had God not shown it to me | would never
have seen it. Ephesians 1:3 is our starting place. It says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” That is a Bible statement we have to choose to
accept that and choose to believe! Out of that statement unfolds ten major points, nine of which are preparatory and,
by grace, we must choose to accept them. Ephesians outlines nine things that the blood of Jesus bought us and by
accepting what the blood bought, we can begin to build a healthy, fruitful foundation for walking with God in the Spirit. |
trust we will choose to accept this truth.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
Scripture: Ephesians 1:4, Exodus 34:8-9

Verse four says, “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation...” The very first thing that we need to
understand that God has done for us is the fact that we are chosen. We are not rejected. We are chosen by God, chosen
by Him to be part of His family. This verse is not the only place in Scripture where we see this. Exodus 34:8-9 tells us
about an encounter that Moses had with God and here is what Moses asked, “So Moses made haste and bowed his head
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toward the earth, and worshipped. Then he said, ‘If now | have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, | pray, go
among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.””
Moses in effect says ‘Make us Your family!” God’s response is that He will! Paul says that based on what God did when
Moses prayed, in Christ we have a covenant and we are chosen and we were chosen in Him before the foundation of the
world. It means that God looked down and saw us and said | chose you as a family to have a deep, abiding, fruitful, eternal
relationship with Christ. He did not reject us but on the contrary chose us! My recommendation is get a three by five
index card or the equivalent and write these ten realities of God’s salvation. Attach that list to our mirrors and say them
at least twice a day until the realities become an inner truth and take deep root in our spirit. Accepting these truths is
essential in building relationship with God and maturing into the fullness of Christ. We have to understand and accept
what Scripture says is true concerning our relationship with God. The first point is that we were chosen by Him. This is
truth that we must embrace and believe by acting on. 1 Peter 2:9 states, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal
Priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;” or Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, The people He has chosen as His
own inheritance.”

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Scripture: Ephesians 1:4, Leviticus 19:1-2

Ephesians 1:4 says, “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love...” Because God chose us for family, He begins to impart to us the nature of His family.
The first offer God made to Israel through Moses after coming out of Egypt is Exodus 19:5-6 which says, “And the Lord
spoke to Moses saying, ‘Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them, “You shall be holy, for | the
Lord your God am holy.””” God is holy and, as members of His family, He calls us to walk in His holiness. That is a
requirement. Itis not an option. It is amazing how many people today do not understand the requirement of God that if
we are going to relate to Him and move His Hand, we have to walk in holiness because He is holy. Jesus through His blood
made us holy. Number one we are chosen, and number two, through the blood we are declared holy so we can be part
of God’s Family. Therefore we choose to walk in righteousness to maintain holiness!

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Scripture: Ephesians 1:4, 1 John 3:18-21

Again Ephesians 1:4 says, “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love...” This same verse outlines a third impartation that God does for us. After
first declaring we are chosen and then He makes us holy, and it goes on to say that we are number three without blame.
Being without blame is the issue of having faith in being guiltless in your conscience. 1 John 3:18-21 says, “My little
children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things.
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.” Why does God declare that we are holy and
that we are without blame? Could it be that we cannot relate to God as family in confidence in our heart if we do not
know that we are without blame. Being tormented with a mind filled with shame and accusations is a huge roadblock to
Christian maturity. The blood of Christ forgives us all sin. The blood of Christ makes us blameless. We have often sung
the song, ‘There is power, power wondering working power in the blood of the Lamb.” The power of that blood does
something absolutely essential for relationship. It makes us blameless and it assures our heart before God that we are in
fact blameless. Then and only then can we pray, represent God and move His Hand. We have to know in our heart that
we are without blame and we have to accept it as truth in our heart and becomes a foundation for who we are. It becomes
the foundation for faith. Why do we have so few people that can move the Hand of God like Paul did not only in healings
and miracles but also in judgment? Perhaps because too many believers do not walk in such a way as to protect their
hearts. They don’t walk continually with full assurance and confidence before God and function in the level of faith to
move His Hand judicially. We cannot move God’s Hand if we have guilt. We can only move His Hand in faith if we have
the assurance that our guilt is atoned in the blood of the Lamb. This is a serious issue before God and it is one that we
need to help people understand. The blood of Christ makes us without blame and it is absolutely essential that our hearts
settle on the truth of that spiritual cement! That is the only position we can walk in where we have faith for judgment.
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Are we walking in such a way as to continually have the confidence that the power of the blood renders us blameless? 1
John says that needs to happen. Itis essential and it could actually be a life or death issue. | trust we are on the right path
to this reality!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Scripture: Ephesians 1:5

Verse 5 says, “Having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will.” Number four is the glorious truth that we are adopted into God’s Family. God Himself has made us family
through Christ. We are chosen, we are holy, we are without blame and number four is that we are adopted into His
family. When we think about what family we are in, what family do we typically think of? If we think of the natural family
we are born into we need to think again. As believers, we are first and foremost a member of God’s Family! God is our
Father, and we have been born into a ‘wealthy’ family. We have received a legal, binding spiritual adoption!  And as
such there is an inheritance! We need to start believing that we are who the Bible says we are! Ephesians 1:11 states,
“In whom also we have obtained an inheritance...” Each declaration of what Christ bought for us is our inheritance! Can
we agree? Can we accept it? We cannot fool around with this. We have to remind ourselves every day until it becomes
a reality and until it does we will always identify family based on our last name and the birth family we grew up in rather
than beginning to take on the characteristics of the new Family we have. We have a Father God and He wants to relate
to us as such on an intimate and daily basis. The purpose of what God has done for us is so that we can relate to Him as
our Father personally. God is waiting on us. We are the ones who have to get with it and chose to do this on a daily basis
until we start thinking of ourselves as more in God’s Family than the one we grew up in. Is God’s Family our dominant
family in our walk and destiny? If not we need to take the needed steps to get there. Our destiny is in Christ!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Scripture: Ephesians 1:6

Ephesians 1:6 says, “To the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.” Number
five is that we are accepted. We are chosen, we are holy, we are without blame and we are adopted into His Family and
this Family choses to accept us. If we experienced rejection through life, how did we process it? Having been born into
the world, we were born in sin/rejection but in Christ the rejection is removed. How did each of us do in relationships?
Were we rejected or did we experience rejection? This is a painful part of life that most have experienced. In the Family
of heaven we are embraced. God Himself has accepted us into His Family. So whatever the rejection might have been in
our natural birth family or from others, this is the antidote to it. We are accepted into God’s Family, our glorious Family.
That means we have to replace rejection with acceptance. Connecting to our place in and our birthright in God’s Family
is essential for it is our eternal, everlasting Family. What is our place in this Family? The Bible is not silent about this
issue. The question is, are we really going to get serious about our place in God’s Family. Accept your position in God'’s
Family and all of its benefits and responsibilities!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Scripture: Matthew 18:1-5

In Matthew 18:1-5 we are told, “And at that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who then is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?’ Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, ‘Assuredly, | say to you,
unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like
this in My name receives Me.”” The twelve were always fighting among themselves over who was the greatest in the
kingdom. They had relational issues and perhaps the root of some of their problems was over the issue of rejection. Past
experiences can be a major impediment to accepting the truth of the Word. Their need for approval often caused rivalry
and bickering. Does that sound familiar? Do we feel like acceptance by the Lord is something we have to fight for? When
Ephesians says we are accepted in God’s Family that points to something important. It points to a healing of pain we
experienced from human rejection and walking into God's full and complete acceptance. If we cannot get beyond this



point we cannot grow into the fullness of what God has for us. We have to settle the issue of the fact that we are accepted
into a position in God’s Family and it is incumbent on us to find out what that is.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Scripture: Mark 9:33-37

In Mark 9:33-37 we have the same issue being worked out among the twelve. This passage says, “Then He came
to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, ‘What was it you disputed among yourselves on the road?’
But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be the greatest. And He sat down,
called the twelve, and said to them, ‘If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” Then He took a
little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them, ‘Whoever receives
one of these little children in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me.””
We are told in Ephesians that in this new Family we have been accepted. How about you and I? Can we accept what the
Lord says to us about who He has made us in His Family? The first principle is that we become servant of all. We were
not called to dictate to anyone, we were called to serve each other wholeheartedly. The first assignment is to serve.
Jesus’ disciples were looking for position not for servanthood. They wanted power and influence and the opportunity to
do something significant. The qualifier was learning to serve! It still is the qualifier! All servanthood is rooted in receiving
God'’s acceptance!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Scripture: Mark 10:35-40

In Mark 10 this drama continues to play out among the twelve, and | suspect it is continuing to play out among
believers today all because we fail to fully believe that we are accepted into a new family and as such we have individual
assignments. This passage is about James and John. There were three among the twelve who got to go places no one
else did. Here is the account of James and John from Mark 10:35-37. “Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came
to Him, saying, ‘Teacher we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” And He said to them, ‘What do you want Me to do
for you?’ They said to Him, ‘Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.””
These brothers were asking Jesus for superior positions above their peers. That would put them ahead of even Peter.
Finally they would not have to worry about him anymore. Have we ever been in a place where we are asking for something
that God intended for someone else? Jesus did not tell them no. Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask?
Are you able to drink the cup | drink and be baptized with the baptism | am baptized with?” Jesus’ key question was, ‘Are
you willing to pay the price that will prepare you for that?’ That was the question. They answered a wholehearted yes
and no doubt they regretted it once or twice. Jesus made it possible for each of us to be accepted. He also when He
ascended on high gave gifts to men. Each of us must integrate into ourselves that we are accepted, we have a gifting and
a calling and it starts by serving...serving...serving! God’s path does not change!

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Scripture: Mark 10: 40-43

Jesus was not finished making His point. Here in Mark 10:40-43 He continues unfolding truth to James and John.
“But to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared.” Even though
they agreed to pay the price for it Jesus tells them it is not His to give. How do we get in trouble in God’s Family? This is
one classic way. Just bring previous negative experiences into our heavenly Family and watch the crucifixion begin. Now
| am sure from this vantage point we could look at James and John and say, their motivation of heart is skewed, but they
not see it that way. To them it was an opportunity for advancement. How do we get into a place that we do not want to
be? Itis by not accepting, understanding and embracing what God says about who we are. There is more involved here
than what we see on the surface.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Scripture: Acts 9:15-16, Mark 10:41




God has no favorites in the Kingdom! We are all His favorites! We are all accepted in Him! Some of us may say,
‘My circumstances declare something different.” This is where faith comes in. When Paul was called into ministry, Ananias
objected at being called to pray for Paul as described in Acts 9:15-16. “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For | will show him how many things he
must suffer for My name’s sake.”” We have to choose to believe the Word and not just what we see because our faith has
the power to change what we can see. Mark 9:41 tells us how James and John’s dysfunction impacted everyone else. This
verse says, “And when the ten heard it they began to be greatly displeased with James and John.” James and John brought
their personal dysfunction into their Kingdom family. Does that ever happen in the church? Does it happen for the same
reason? Will we ever grow up and accept and believe what the Lord has said about us, that we are accepted in His Family?
To fully believe this we have to trust Him to pass out the assignments and the giftings and callings. This is not a matter of
the higher the earthly status the greater the Father accepts and loves us! It is a matter of accepting our acceptance and
walking as a servant and humbling ourselves to God’s assignments and path for us. It takes a lot of humility to do and it
is a challenge based on our past hang ups and experiences. | trust we will get there!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Scripture: Mark 10:42

Here in Mark Jesus has gathered the twelve. We are told in verse 42, “But Jesus called them to Himself and said
to them, ‘You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them.” The phrase ‘lord it over’ is a compound Greek word and it starts with kata-koo-ree-yoo-o. Koo-
ree-os is the root word here and we are familiar with it from Acts 2:36. “God has made this Jesus whom you crucified
both Lord (koo-ree-os) and Christ (krist-0s).” We know this to be Judge of all the earth and Savior of all the earth. In the
Greek, kata means to stand against or to use against. Kata-Koo-ree-yoo-o means to use your God-given position and
authority against other people. In effect here was what Jesus was saying to the twelve in verse 42. He is teaching them
that His Family works on a different principle than the world. He wanted them to know that was not the way His family
works. We do not use our God-given positions to put other people under us. We use our God-given position to build
others up. That is what Jesus is telling us to do with our acceptance. He wants to get the point across that because the
Father accepts us we use that acceptance to show acceptance to others. We are to lay down our lives for others and
build them up. What were James and John doing? They were using their position to advance themselves over others.
Jesus said that may be how the world works but that is not how His Family works. In His Family we use our acceptance to
demonstrate acceptance and even preference for others. What would the church look like if we actually started doing
that? It might transform the church. Church would become a redemptive place to go.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Scripture: Mark 10:42

Jesus relates another distinction that He wants to draw here in the same verse. Verse 42 says, ““But Jesus called
them to Himself and said to them, ‘You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority them.” That is kat-ek-oo-see-ad-zo from ex-oo-see-as, which is governmental
authority. ‘All judicial authority, all governmental authority is given unto Me in heaven and earth. Go therefore and take
My governmental authority and use it to bless people, use it to lift them up. Don’t use it to put them underneath you.
That is how the world works, but that is not how My Family works.” In God’s Family we take our God-imparted authority
and we use it to bless others, to prefer them and to build them up. It is just the opposite in the world. No wonder God
clearly told us that His ways are not our ways. What would church be like if this truth ignited and took root in us and
everyone gladly accepted their position in the Kingdom. What impact would the church have on the world if we sought
to please God and be wholehearted in our God-assignments instead of looking for personal advantage? What would
church be like if we used that position and God-given authority to build each other up? We just might see the church
transformed!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Scripture: Mark 10:43-45




Jesus finished His teaching by saying in verses 43-45, “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to
become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” He is saying here that we
cannot operate in His family like we operate worldly families. “Whoever desires to become great among you shall be your
servant.” Being accepted in God’s Family means that we are accepted in order to serve others. The entire Kingdom of
God works on a servant motivation. If we do not grasp this we can never advance in the Kingdom. The question is, what
are you and | going to with this truth and how are we applying it as we walk out our daily path and assignment? As we go
to church are we going to use our authority in order to bless. Are we going to look for someone to show acceptance and
to build up? This is a question we need to consider! | trust we will.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Scripture: John 14:1-4

John 14 is about accepting our position in God’s Family. He intended to get the point across to the twelve that
they were accepted into His Kingdom and they did not have to worry about someone taking their place. The entire chapter
of John 14 is written about this issue and our place in God’s Kingdom. Verses 1-4 state, “Let not your heart be troubled;
you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. |
go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself; that
where | am, there you may be also. And where | go you know, and the way you know.” Jesus was preparing them for His
earthly departure. He wanted them to know that He was preparing a place for them in His Family and He used the word
mon-ay. We see this Greek word used again in verses 22-23, where it says, “Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, how is
it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered and said to Him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will
keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home (mon-ay) with him."”” Mon-ay
is dwelling place. The residence that Jesus was teaching about here is inside each person. He was trying to bring the
twelve out of immaturity and further into the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. He was telling them that
He was making a place and a space for them, a spiritual dwelling place in His Family. This is Jesus teaching about the very
answer that God gave Moses when Moses said, ‘Take us as your inheritance.” God did this by covenant. He took the
Israelites as His inheritance. From then on they became God’s Family. In Christ, Jew and Gentile populate God’s Family,
the true Israel! He has chosen us as His dwelling place and He takes up His residence in us. That dwelling place is inside
of us and it comes with a gifting and calling that is without repentance which unfolds via the Holy Spirit. We are it! We
are His dwelling place and we were created for good works. We were created to build each other up. As long as we
struggle with acceptance, we open the door to lies and hindrances of the enemy against our God-given purpose. Victory
belongs to those who accept God’s Word and act on it!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Scripture: John 14:5-12

John 14:5-12 says, “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the
way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. ‘If you had
known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.’ Philip said to Him,
‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have | been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe
that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak on My own authority; but the
Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for
the sake of the works themselves. ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father.” We can do everything Jesus did plus greater! God
can use us to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons, raise the dead and do things Jesus didn’t do as well. We
can heal blindness like Jesus and, if an individual refuses to turn, move God's Hand to create blindness like Paul did. We
can do works and greater works! The pinnacle revelation of the book of Ephesians is relationship with God. Everything
Jesus taught in John 14, He taught to deliver them once and for all from their rejection-driven mentality. And it will deliver
us if we let it. That is our choice and we have to make it. When Ephesians says we are accepted, this is what it means.
Jesus has prepared a place for us and nobody can take it! We have to let the Bible define the Bible. Let’s not define
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‘accepted’ by doing a dictionary or Wikipedia search. Let’s use the Bible! Jesus says He goes to prepare a place for us that
nobody can take! What He is preparing is inside us and nobody can take that away unless we allow ourselves to be
deceived by the enemy and hold onto our rejection? Let’s believe what Jesus said and prosper!

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Scripture: John 14:11-12

Verses 11-21 states, “Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of
the works themselves. ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also; and greater
works than these he will do, because | go to My Father.” But what is the pathway in? The pathway in is to believe that
the Lord created a place for us, He has already identified that place is in us, because He and the Father will take up
residence in us and we walk out the works. Ephesians teaches us that. Paul learned how to walk it out. We start by
believing what God has already done for us. If we are willing to believe verses 11-12, we believe God accepted us and
takes up residence within us. God doing what those verses promise is the fruit of us believing we are accepted in Him.
We do not have to fight for it! We have to walk with the Holy Spirit and let Him do it. He is the Agent of that anointing.
He is the Paraclete called alongside to help and He is the One who will bring it to pass if we let Him. We have to get
delivered from the mindset that we have to work for His acceptance and make things happen and earn His love. Our job
is to walk in faith, to obey Him, to serve people and to build them up. God will do the rest.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Scripture: John 14:13-21

Verses 13-21 states, “And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If you ask anything in My name, | will do it. ‘If you love Me, keep My commandments.” These are two verses that can be
very difficult for people to believe. What is the key to believing and receiving verses 13-14? It starts with acceptance. We
have to believe we are chosen, we are holy, and we are without blame. We have to believe we are adopted, forgiven
and accepted. When we start believing we are accepted, we can believe Jesus created a place for us and that the Father
dwells on the inside of us. As a result of them taking residence inside of us we can believe that whatever Spirit-led things
we ask in His name, in His timing the Father will do! As members of God's Family, when you and | ask Him to do His will
in the earth, it gives glory to God. Why do we have faith for what we ask Him to do? Because we understand it brings
glory to God. Asking God to heal people and asking God to save people brings glory to God. Asking Him to empower and
provide brings glory to Him. We are called to do it and let’s do it, in Jesus’ name!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Scripture: John 14:15-21

Verses 15-21 says, “And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you
forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. | will not leave you orphans; | will come to you. ‘A little while longer and the
world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because | live, you will live also. At that day you will know that | am in My
Father, and you in Me, and | in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and manifest Myself to him.” Here is the promise of the Holy
Spirit! The Holy Spirit has the job of walking out the works. The source of the works does not originate with us, it originates
with the Holy Spirit. We have to ask God for what His will is and then use our faith for the Holy Spirit to bring it to pass.
Doing that brings glory to God! We become an agent of building people up. We become servants who serve in power
and see the manifestations of God's power because we are bringing glory to the God Who created us. And this all starts
by walking away from rejection and faulty beliefs that have ensnared and trapped us and into God's acceptance. We have
to choose to believe we are accepted in the beloved!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Scripture: John 14:22-23




Verses 22-23 say, “Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to
the world?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him.”” Mon-ay, the same word that appears in verse 2, is mentioned here.
God, by the Holy Spirit, takes up residence in us! We are His dwelling place. And with His dwelling comes acceptance, a
gifting, a calling, and works that He ordained for us before the foundations of the world. The Holy Spirit’s job is to help us
walk those works out. As we read the book of Ephesians and start to soak in its truth, we learn to walk in the Spirit so we
can walk in our gifting and calling and do the works He ordained. He came out of heaven to live inside of us and the Holy
Spirit will lead us into everything God has ordained for us to do. We are God's dwelling place. Let’s believe it and do all
we are called to do in Jesus’ name!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Scripture: John 14:24-27

Verses 24-27 say, “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine
but the Father’s who sent Me. ‘These things | have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that
| said to you. Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you,; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”” Let’s accept what the Lord has done for us and choose to believe He dwells inside of us
and run our race with anointed confidence. There is no reason for us to be troubled. We can walk in perfect peace, serve
each other and build God's Kingdom. Let’s say yes to it and do it!

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Scripture: John 14:28-29

Verses 28-29 says, “You have heard Me say to you, ‘| am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me,
you would rejoice because | said, ‘I am going to the Father,” for My Father is greater than I. And now | have told you before
it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.” Jesus said He was leaving and going to the Father, but was
coming back by His Spirit to take up residence on the inside of us by His Spirit. And His Spirit will lead us to do the things
He did and possibly greater things than He did. When we say yes to God's acceptance, we are not rejected but accepted
and part of His family. When we move by acceptance we can build other people, use our authority to bless them and start
serving people like Jesus did. By functioning from a mature and confident spiritual mindset, ministry starts to happen
supernaturally and sovereignly. We actually start serving each other like Christ did. If every believer did this, would it
transform the church? | suspect it would! God wants it so let’s start doing it!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Scripture: John 14:30

John 14:30 says, “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in
Me.” If we walk in the Spirit, we will have the same testimony that Jesus had. When we walk in the Spirit then we don’t
do the dictates of the flesh. We walk in holiness, we walk in righteousness and we walk in faith. Our heart does not
condemn us and we therefore have faith to overcome whatever we face. If we can walk out verse 30, then we are setting
ourselves up for a place of victory and for a tremendous assignment in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. That is the will of
God and we can walk there by the Spirit! The question is, will we choose to say, ‘Yes, Lord, | sign up for this, | believe this,
| accept it and | will walk it out.” It is up to us. The Lord is asking, will we say yes? | believe we will!

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Scripture: John 14:31




Verse 31 says, “But that the world may know that | love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so
I do. Arise, let us go from here.” Jesus walked out God's plan and He demonstrated His love of the Father. He is our
example. Will we choose to walk it out? The biggest step we will ever take is when we walk past our personal obstacles
and transition into accepting our place in God's Family and agreeing with all He says about us. When we choose to discard
lies by the enemy and instead move into God's love and acceptance and start serving each other, it is transformational.
Paul experienced it in Ephesians and he is speaking about it. Jesus taught it to the Twelve and Seventy, and | trust we are
getting it because we are called to walk it out in the days ahead.

The Warrior-Saint

Past every obstacle
Past every wall,
A saint with assurance
To stand wise and tall.
Anointed and confident
Ready to war,
Joyful in knowing
What God’s made him for!
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