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VOLUME XXXIX NUMBER XI
Sonship Gift VII: Forgiven A

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1
Scripture: Ephesians 1:7-8

In Ephesians 1:7-8 we are told, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according
to the riches of His grace which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence.” The Greek word for
forgiveness is af-es-is and it is a concept in the Greek that is used 17 times and it means remission of sin, or a complete
release from bondage or imprisonment through forgiveness or pardon. It is the complete commutation of all penalty.
Af-es-is literally means to wipe the slate clean so that no penalty can be found. That is why the best word is remission
because it includes the expunging of the record books, so not only is the penalty gone but the record of it fully erased.
Remission of sin goes beyond forgiveness. We understand why the Apostle Paul could accurately say, ‘See these hands, |
am innocent of the blood of all men.” Yes, he was and it was because he made a choice to believe in Jesus Christ and to
accurately and thoroughly accept His sacrifice. That is a choice that you and | have to make. It has already been offered
to us and it’s complete. Our part is to accept it and appropriate it. If we do not, we can never receive the full benefit of
it. The Apostle Paul appropriated his and got the full measure of benefit and it is time that you and | did the exact same
thing. The Bible likens us to 4 kinds of soil, wayside (untilled), stony and thorny, as well as good soil. Good soil produces
100-fold. A clear conscience equals good soil that produces the Word promises we plant in it. Paul tilled his spiritual
‘soil’ removing stones and thorns until the soil of his heart was healthy and productive. We can follow his lead!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
Scripture: Matthew 26:26-29

Matthew 26:26-29 says, “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
‘Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But |
say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when | drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom.”” There is an interesting thing that we see when Jesus instituted communion at the Lord’s Super. He declared
that His Blood is the Blood of the New Covenant which is shed for many for the remission of sin or the absolute
obliteration, the wiping out with no penalty remaining. With one application of the Blood we remove stones and thorns.
This means that the record of the wrong is erased or it is completely blotted out so that it no longer exists. The word
‘forgiveness’ is too light a word for the concept that is being declared. The fullness of what is expressed in this word is
remission of sin to the degree that even the record is expunged and there is no remembrance of it anywhere. How
gloriously complete is that! That is a concept worth drinking joyfully to in communion. It is worth celebrating and it is
something we need to accept, fully embrace, acknowledge and digest. If God expunges and extinguishes the record
then why tolerate the accuser. No wonder Paul could say, | have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.
He was relying on the extinguishing of the record of all past sins and failures, not only was there freedom for past
mistakes and sins but the slate was rendered pure and clean. Through quick repentance and the cleansing of the Word
any future missteps can also be expunged. The record of failures simply doesn’t exist anymore. It is gone. | trust that
we are actually taking this level of freedom into our hearts and getting serious about establishing our position in God’s
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Family. This truth allows acceptance of Sonship. Our position of a son or daughter of the Most High is built on holiness
and freedom from blame, shame and guilt. Blame, shame and guilt destroy faith! Paul lived out the truth of this and
understood that remission was made complete by the Blood of Jesus. It is a choice and you and | have to renew our
mind with these passages of Scripture. We persuade our heart as we adopt Bible truth and declare God’s truths over
our mind, will, emotions, spirit, soul and body. We are literally creating a new identity in Christ. Because the thief
comes to steal, kill and destroy, we will probably have to contend for our freedom. We need to do whatever it takes to
walk in complete freedom and not stay trapped in self-condemnation! We are building a foundation for faith as sons
and daughters of the Most High!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
Scripture: Romans 12:1-2

This passage says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.” The Greek word for being transformed is metamorphosis. As we renew our mind, we experience a process like
changing clothes from rags to royal garments. We remove any blame, shame or guilt concerning past behavior by
spiritual blood-washing and physical baptism where the old man dies. Why listen to condemning voices? If we actually
do Romans 12:1-2 and submit to the transformation process we prove what is that good, acceptable, and perfect will of
God. The Passion Translation of the New Testament expresses the transformation this way, “But be inwardly
transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total reformation of how you think. This will empower you to discern God'’s will
as you live a beautiful life, satisfying and perfect in his eyes.” As we understand the depth of this truth we refuse to
listen to any accusation based on the application of the Blood of Christ. Af-es-is is the process of remission at work in
us. How rich with depth and meaning is the powerful Blood of Christ! The penalty is gone. The memory of it is gone.
The record of it is gone. We are pardoned, forgiven, released from penalty. The bondage is broken and imprisonment
is over and the record is erased. We are given a fresh start. This should cause each and every one of us to pause in
wonder and rejoice. We should commit afresh to renew our minds to the truth of this and acquaint ourselves
passionately with the Sonship gifts that are a part of our new Family. Doing Romans 12:1-2 is a transformation process.
Sowing each one of these remission scriptures is a key. Learning them and developing them in our heart and mind while
declaring them is the process of building a clear conscience. We want to build the promise into us like Paul did so that
we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us! Eradicating blame, shame or guilt releases faith to receive what
we ask. We can germinate the promises of Scripture when we forcibly remove blame, shame and guilt. Our spirit can
then function like soil that germinates God’s Word. In that position nothing is impossible to us. We have been
transformed into kings and priests as The Passion Translation reveals to be accompanied by an empowerment! Anything
that looks like a wormy status or second-class position should be counted as removed. Our true and accurate status is
as sons and daughters of the Most High, free from blame, shame and guilt to serve the Living God as Family!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4
Scripture: Mark 1:1-4

Mark 1:1-4 says, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets:
‘Behold, | send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You. ‘The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.” John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching
a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  John demanded people change the way they thought as a
preparation for Christ. Metanoia is the Greek Word for the process of changing our thinking. Me-tan-oy-ah simply
means to change our mind or to do an about face. Why change our mind? Because sin is forgiven, it is remitted with all
records being completely extinguished. What is available is the complete cleansing of the conscience from dead works
in order to fully and powerfully serve the Living God. John Calvin pointed to the double derivation of repentance; from
the Hebrew which means conversion or turning again and the Greek meaning a change of mind and purpose. The word
‘purpose’ is important. Turning away from the self-focused purpose that produced the sin, completely eradicates it
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from our consciousness through Christ’s Blood. Then we are privileged to celebrate communion and the complete
victory, of eradicating the past and the surrender to God’s original purpose which started at creation! It should not
surprise us, though, that we have to contend for these gifts that are provided for us. Metanoia is an important part of
the cleansing of the conscience. It is turning from the lifestyle that produced the violation to start with, as well as
cleansing us of the aftermath. We choose to walk in the Spirit and therefore we do not fulfill the desires of the flesh. A
conscience, once cleansed, stays that way by following the Holy Spirit pursuing God’s eternal purposes!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
Scripture: Mark 1:5-6

Verses 5-6 say, “Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.” The Jewish people were drawn to John the Baptist. They were embracing a
renewal and turning from a lifestyle that was self-focused to a life that was God-focused. This required God'’s
forgiveness and becoming transformed individuals. They were becoming a people prepared for the Lord. The question
is, how are we ourselves doing in our personal preparation? Are we a people prepared for the Lord? We are not if we
have not cleansed our conscience from dead works to serve the Living God. We aren’t if we have not taken the Blood of
Christ and established ourselves as sons and daughters of the Most High with a clear conscience. Let’s cast off harmful
rehearsal of past sins once and for all. It is time we began to fully embrace what Jesus has done for us!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-6

In Matthew 3:1-6 we are told, “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and
saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:
‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.” Now John himself
was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan,
confessing their sins.” John was very successful and much of Israel was listening, confessing their sins, turning. They
were actually being prepared to receive the message of Christ and the remission of sin. John the Baptist came as the
forerunner preparing people so that they could hear and accept the message of Christ and receive complete and total
freedom. Romans 13:12 says, “Night’s darkness is dissolving away as a new day of destiny dawns. So we must once and
for all strip away what is done in the shadows of darkness, removing them like filthy clothes, And once and for all we
clothe ourselves with the radiance of light as our weapon. We must live honorably.” TPT We know that this process will
repeat itself before the Second Coming of Christ. The Lord is pouring out His understanding concerning the depth of the
work of Christ in our life. Ephesians 1 and the Sonship Gifts are a pattern that takes us into the same freedom as those
who were baptized by John and were able to hear the message of Christ. We are actually being prepared as witnesses in
the last days and God has opened up this Scripture to show us what produces a clear conscience so that we can
germinate all the promises and fully walk out our personal destiny. This is the parallel path to what the early church
walked. Nothing is impossible to us because we accept the Blood to remit our sins and totally forgive us and transform
us leaving no record. With such status there is no place for blame, shame or guilt! Our sin is remitted! It is done. We
can’t find it anywhere. It is gone and the fruit is confidence before God. As sons and daughters we have a right to
interact with the King as He is our Dad and ask Him for the full measure of provision and fulfillment of His promises.
‘Thank You, Lord Jesus! There is truly a transformation and a renewal before You. The fruit of it is faith for Your
promises to be seen and to function, operate and be fulfilled in our hearts and lives in the days ahead. We are Your
witnesses and we are growing in grace, understanding, acceptance and faith for the end-times.” This is about receiving
truth, the quality of truth that will lead to greater freedom to move us forward in our life purpose. A clear conscience is
essential for representing the Judicial Christ!



MONDAY, OCTOBER 7
Scripture: Matthew 3:7-8

Verses 7-8 declare, “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to
them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,...”
Metanoia demands a change of mind. What does that fruit look like? It looks like confidence before God. Confidence
comes from the assurance of a heart that has a complete absence of blame, shame and guilt because our sin is
completely remitted, through the power of the Blood of the eternal Christ. It literally enables us to develop the same
quality of relationship with the Father that Jesus had. That is a metamorphosis that is going on in our spirit and soul and
eventually will affect our body. God graced Israel with it and now He is doing it for the church in the last days. Being
God’s end-time witnesses demands this transformation!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
Scripture: Matthew 10:5-10, Psalm 110:3

When Jesus sent out the Twelve, He anointed them and commanded them to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out demons, and as they had freely received, they were to freely give. Then He introduced them to
spiritual truth that can only be shouldered when one walks in remission of sin. He said, “These twelve Jesus sent out and
commanded them, saying: ‘Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Provide neither gold
nor silver nor copper in your money belts, nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is
worthy of his food.”” The truth here is axios. Axios is the Greek word meaning corresponding, congruous, befitting of
equal weight. A son or daughter of God who is walking in holiness with an awareness of their worth is worthy of
demonstrating the fullness of their Family. Because blame, shame and guilt are gone through eradication and
forgiveness of each act, remission and the complete blotting out of all consequences, translates to confidence before
God to do what we were created for. We can live up to the Family standard of holiness. That is why this Sonship Gift
number 7 is the final brick in establishing us in the Family of God. We accept our chosen, holy and blameless status.
This qualifies us for adoption. As sons and daughters, we are accepted, redeemed and finally fully recipients of the
cement of forgiveness. The remission expunges the record stored in our personal conscience regarding past violations.
Condemnation is removed thereby depositing freedom in the conscience to serve the Living God! As we choose to
accept it and believe it and apply it we are considered worthy. We are established in our worth and value in God’s eyes!
Knowing our Family status and continually reaffirming it ushers in the measure of confidence and assurance needed to
move confidently forward in God’s plan. We are to demonstrate the life of our Older Brother Jesus, to live like Him, act
like Him, talk like Him, think like Him and walk like Him! Be a carbon copy of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. We
are to take His authority and act on it. We are worthy! That is the declaration, and that is the goal. Because we are
worthy, we look for others who are worthy so that we can develop Family relationship with them to function together as
vibrant warriors who walk forward as “volunteers in the day of His power.” NKIV Psalm 110:3 in the NLT puts it this way,
“When you go to war, your people will serve you willingly. You are arrayed in holy garments, and your strength will be
renewed each day like the morning dew.” Those holy garments are our Sonship Gifts. What a progression! The
question is, are we walking out our part of it?

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
Scripture: Matthew 10:11-13, Psalm 34:5, Romans 8:1-11

Matthew 10:11-13 says, “Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you
go out. And when you go into a household, greet it. If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is
not worthy, let your peace return to you.” Being forgiven makes us worthy. Our choices to do God’s will and commit to
growth in Him keep us worthy. As we step out and begin to minister we look for others who are like us, who walk in
freedom in their status and position as sons and daughters free of blame, shame and guilt. We can stay and abide with
those who are worthy. And when we meet a household we discern it by whether God’s peace dwells there. If they are
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given over to God’s will not their own, they have God’s peace and we can discern it. They are a safe place. All
surrendered believers have the same spiritual commodity, peace with God. When we discern peace with God, we have
found people of like precious faith—we can trust and work with them! Walking with God follows a pattern of surrender.
We are not our own. Not everyone is willing to fully yield to this process. How do we discern the ones who yield their
will like Jesus did to God?—The answer is they abide in peace! When we have peace with God, we can discern those
who have peace with God! There is a shared radiance that connects us. We are drawn by the Spirit to the mutually
shared light and life each carry. Psalm 34:5 clearly says, “They looked to Him and were radiant And their faces were not
ashamed.” In embracing Romans 8:1-11 we receive God’s path to attain peace. The Holy Spirit has been given as a
Helper with specific assignments. The very first empowering of the Spirit enables us to overcome our own flesh by
denying self and yielding to the Lordship of Christ where our prayer is “not my will, but thine be done.” Only those who
choose to yield to the power of the Holy Spirit can attain peace. A surrendered life gains peace with God and entrance
to God’s Family. Jesus described His Family as ‘those who do God’s will.” Our relationship with Christ, the Creator of the
heavens and the earth, becomes solid and secure. We are to have an active relationship and there is no disobedience to
block our access to God. No blame, shame or guilt, but only peace. That is why we can impart peace and pass it on. Itis
a commodity. It is like pulling a silver dollar out of our pocket and slapping it down on the table. ‘Now here is a gift, |
give you peace with God, says the the Creator of the heavens and the earth.” The early church had peace because of
how they chose to live. True believers surrender to God’s plan and will receive the peace of God. Do we live with that
kind of confidence? It is time we grew into it! It is time we accepted what Jesus has done for us! Let’s renew our mind
and come into the fullness of it! It is a growth process. It doesn’t happen overnight with anyone. We grow into it!
Peace is the fruit of doing God’s willl We cannot help but have peace and confidence before God if we accept
forgiveness of sin. We maintain peace by obeying and doing God’s will. Walk the path! Collect the fruit! If we sow
remission and forgiveness of sin in our own hearts, we will reap peace. It is spiritual seed and it comes with fruit. The
fruit of forgiveness is peace, peace with God! That is a fruit of high value! If we will sow the seed of Ephesians 1:7 and
the other 17 New Testament verses where it appears, then axios is our life. We will live in it and we will walk worthy.
What a privilege to have a relationship with the Almighty Creator! This relationship is not an obscure one, but an
intimate connection full of the Father’s love, provision, training and destiny.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
Scripture: Romans 5:1-2

Romans 5:1-2 says, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.” Being justified by faith has the fruit of af-es-is, remission of sin. When we say yes and we believe it, when we
choose it then Romans 5 is the clear result. ‘Thank You, Jesus, for taking away all record of sin and making us clean,
therefore without blame, shame or guilt we have peace because You justified us through Your Blood.” Af-es-is is real
and it works! These verses outline one of God’s manifest promises in action. The entire book of Ephesians is a
progression. It is a progression that starts with relationship and then goes to the glory of His Presence and beyond that
to the exceeding greatness of His power. It is about vibrant warriors fully prepared to represent their Holy Father. It
was the life pattern of Paul as he became who he was in Scripture. God is offering us the same path. Let’s embrace it,
live it and walk it out! It is available.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
Scripture: Romans 5:3-8

In Romans 5:3-8 we are told, “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the
love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For when we were still without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good
man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5 describes our growth process once we accept remission of sin. God walks us through a
developmental pattern which includes tribulation from the enemy. This is a character building process which includes
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overcoming. As as the enemy hammers us with tribulation that produces something of value in eternity. The Word says
that tribulation produces perseverance and perseverance produces character and character produces hope which does
not disappoint. It does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit Who
is given to us. God died for the ungodly and we accepted that and embraced it. We said yes to remission and as a result
God demonstrates His love toward us in our growth process. This growth results in various manifestations of God'’s love
that have our name on it. These are gifts, they are freedoms, they are deliverances as well as blessings, but they
develop slowly through a process of growth. As we walk worthy, our faith grows in the promises of God. If we will walk
the process of accepting our full forgiveness, remission and axios, we will grow in our understanding of our worth and
develop the needed confidence. It is possible to develop to the place of freedom from blame, shame and guilt as we
walk on that path. This will help us to shake off bondage to past harmful patterns that have been a snare. These past
patterns can be broken and we can walk in freedom before the Most High! It is a process and it does not happen
suddenly. It takes time. Maturity to stand victorious before God is a lifetime pursuit! May we walk it with God’s grace!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
Scripture: Romans 5:9-11

Romans 5:9-11 says, “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received the reconciliation.” |sn’t it interesting that the fruit of remission is reconciliation
and a maturing relationship with the Father. The fruit of that relationship is walking worthy which establishes peace
with God, then nothing is impossible to us! Again, this is something that takes time. Short-cuts produce their own
problems as Abraham discovered with Sarah languishing in Pharaoh's tent. May God, help us walk the pattern and
surrender to the process! The key word in all of this is persevere! If we persevere, we will grow into the full measure of
freedom needed in all God has ordained for us. Are we growing, are we committed to the path? Reconciliation is the
fruit of remission and if we never grow into reconciliation, then we never experience the full measure of peace with
God. Do we have peace with God? If not, we need to be serious about getting back on the growth path so that it can
develop. Freedom and peace are already bought and paid for but we must willingly submit to the process and
persevere! God is working His will in us to do His good pleasure!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
Scripture: Romans 5:12-14

Romans 5:12-14 says, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when
there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the
likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.” What is developing here? It is the
contrast between the righteousness of God which is the fruit of understanding remission as opposed to the
condemnation that comes through the law. There was a purpose for the law. The law revealed sin so that Christ could
remit it for us and bring us into that relationship with Him, but how many of us still live under the condemnation
because we never accept the remission? The result is we don’t have peace with God or with ourselves. We are mad at
God, frustrated with God, because we never submitted to the growth path or recognized the extent of the process. That
is what God is calling each of us to do, to finish our growth path. Remission is real. Jesus accomplished that with His
Blood. But we never experience the freedom of it if we don’t renew our mind with the truth of each of the Sonship gifts
especially in the area of fully receiving our forgiveness. The enemy knows that we are vulnerable to his lies about our
worth. Often the self-condemnation is relentless regarding our mistakes. What many of us do is allow the enemy to
defeat us and short circuit the Family purpose of moving forward in grace and glory! Let’s purpose to move forward
toward victory! We must choose to get on the growth path and continually renew our mind in our Family position, until
we have the peace that passes understanding! It is God’s path to freedom!



MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
Scripture: Romans 5:15-17

This passage says, “But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more
the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that
which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but
the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. For if by the one man’s offense death reigned
through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.” There it is. There’s the contrast. In Adam we all sinned. Sin ruled our life. But in Christ
now freedom rules our life and we can rule with Christ. Righteousness is a free gift and when we receive it we have the
opportunity to walk all over satan’s lies. We can reign over blame, shame and guilt. Sin is counted as done, gone and
destroyed by the blood of Christ. It has no hold on us. Paul’s testimony can be our testimony. Like Paul we also should
be able to say, ‘I've lived in all good conscience until this day. See these hands. They are innocent of the blood of all
men.” The seed of God’s Word justifies us and makes us free. Axios! We are made worthy, and because we’re made
worthy we occupy our position as a son or daughter in the Family of God and have access to relationship with the
Creator of the heavens and the earth. We have been placed on a growth path that has the potential to bring great,
great freedom! We reign in life. It is a Bible progression and it is available, bought and paid for by Christ’s Blood!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
Scripture: Romans 5:18-19

Romans 5:18-19 says, “Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For
as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”
That is us! That explains the word ‘remission.” Forgotten, gone, expunged, erased, over, done, obliterated! As a result
we have peace with God, not as a result of our own actions but through the Blood of Jesus. We have righteousness
before God. We have holiness and confidence before God. We are free from blame, shame and guilt. A bonus is we can
impart peace to other people, because we live in it. What a mighty God is our Heavenly Father!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
Scripture: Philippians 4:4-9

Philippians 4:4-9 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again | will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all
men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things
are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things which you learned and received and heard
and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.” Here we find an outline of what develops and releases
the peace of God in our life. We are told to lay aside anxiety and come before the Lord with prayers and thanksgiving
and that God’s peace will come to us as a gift! As we walk in the Spirit the peace of God envelopes us. Finally we renew
our mind with the truth of God’s Word. We think on that which is true, noble just, pure and lovely. We focus on the
things that are virtuous and praiseworthy. We follow the apostles in how we conduct ourselves and what we say. The
message of Paul is, ‘If you want the life | live, the peace of God will be with you.” It is a grace gift and it comes as a fruit
of renewing our mind. It was bought by the Blood of Christ and it belongs to us. It is a commodity that is available to
live in that we can also impart to others! When we walk in it, we reign in life. In this place of peace we don’t worry
about being visited by evil or adversity, because God has a way through and out of evil. It may take 30 years but God
will get us there. This will probably be a much longer process than most of us envision. That is why we may find
ourselves derailed in frustration. Through this frustration, the worst thing we can do is believe the lies of the enemy
which can cause us to abandon or run from the process. Consequently in doing this we never end up walking out the full
measure of peace and confidence that God has for us. Paul found that measure of peace and then he lived it



everywhere he went. He survived adversity of unspeakable magnitude. Can we survive adversity? We sure can! We
can survive it being frustrated and mad at God even abandoning the process or we can walk through it with peace and
eventually find the resolution. Let’s go for the peace and the resolution wholeheartedly and the journey will be a whole
lot more productive and victorious than the adversarial approach.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
Scripture: Colossians 3:12-15 AMPC

In the Amplified Bible Colossians 3:12-15 says, “Clothe yourselves therefore, as God’s own chosen ones (His own
picked representatives,) [who are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by]
tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] patience [which is tireless
and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, with good temper]. Be gentle and forbearing with one
another and, if one has a difference (a grievance or complaint) against another, readily pardoning each other; even as
the Lord has [freely] forgiven you, so must you also [forgive]. And above all these [put on] love and enfold yourselves
with the bond of perfectness [which binds everything together completely in ideal harmony]. And let the peace (soul
harmony which comes) from Christ rule (act as umpire continually) in your hearts [deciding and settling with finality all
questions that arise in your minds, in that peaceful state] to which as [members of Christ’s] one body you were also
called [to live]. And be thankful (appreciative), [giving praise to God always].” ..What do we find here? We discover
that as we grow in the grace of God and as we embrace the path, the fruit of the Spirit will come to us as an umpire and
the Holy Spirit will settle with finality all questions that come to our hearts and minds. How does He settle it? The
peace of God acts like an umpire calling balls and strikes. The peace which is bought and paid for through remission
becomes our umpire and settles direction and any questions. God will bring it to us. Patience is required! It is time we
realize that God has something here for us which is a lifestyle of relationship with Him that is all made possible through
the remission of sin. We cannot be established in a healthy relationship with God the Creator Himself if we don’t accept
the freedom offered. It all starts with accepting our forgiveness and the remission of sin whereby we are no longer
stuck in blame, shame and guilt. The confidence we want before God is established right here. This path of the Sonship
Gifts of Ephesians has a foundation of spiritual cement that is a steadfast, secure foundation to build upon. The
guestion is, are we going to do it? It's about time we said yes!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
Scripture: Matthew 10:14-15

Matthew 10:14-15 say, “And whoever will not receive and accept and welcome you nor listen to your message,
as you leave that house or town, shake the dust [of it] from your feet. Truly I tell you, it shall be more tolerable on the
day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.” Rejecting God’s messengers has a penalty.
The penalty is forfeiture of all the grand promises and the rich inheritance of God’s Family. There is an old saying from
farm life that rings true here as well. ‘You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink!” May God have
mercy on all those who refuse to hear truth!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
Scripture: Matthew 10:16-18

It is obvious from verses 16-18 that God has a purpose for His people and that purpose is not always fun or
enjoyable. There is often persecution involved. We will be brought before governors and kings for His name’s sake, as a
testimony to them and to others. That is not a comfortable place. It results in persecution. It is inevitable, it is coming
and it is growing. In that process our faithful stand makes people accountable for rejecting the Word of Christ. Jesus
died for all. He loves all and if they reject Him eventually judgment comes. The first level of mercy manifesting as
judgment is usually affliction! It is important that we don’t personally agonize over affliction we see it measured to
others around us, or pray them out of it. We must always lean on the Holy Spirit in guiding our prayers! The fruit of
affliction is often repentance. It may be God’s Hand at work. Affliction often comes in stages of intensity as we see in
Egypt. Affliction is God’s greatest end-time asset to gain repentance! We need to learn to discern its origin. When
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affliction is from God, we should pray for humility and surrender to change. When it is from the devil, resist it and it will
flee!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
Scripture: Matthew 10:19-20

In Matthew 10:19-20 we are told, “But when they deliver you up, do not be anxious about how or what you are
to speak; for what you are to say will be given you in that very hour and moment, For it is not you who are speaking, but
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” When we are put on the spot, and standing before an adversary or
called before authorities to give an account, the Holy Spirit will inspire us what to say in that hour. At such a time we
won’t be the one speaking. It will be the Spirit of our Father speaking through us. In other words, we will fully represent
our Family. That is it! We represent our Family! God intended that. As you and | grow up in our Family and get
established through remission, we grow to represent God Himself. We are on a powerful growth path.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21
Scripture: Matthew 12:46-50

In Matthew 12:46-50 the disciples came looking for Jesus. They declared to Him that His mother and brothers
were outside and wanted to talk to Him. Jesus’ reply was noteworthy. “’Who is My mother and who are My brothers?’
And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, ‘Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does
the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”” Jesus defined His Family and it was not the one
He was born into physically. For us it can be, of course, if family members say yes to Jesus. Our real Blood relationship
is only our natural-born family if they do the will of God. If not, we must look for those who are our Spiritual Family, for
these are true Family. Those who are doers of the Word and have a relationship with Father are true Family. We need
to learn this up front, quick, fast, and personal. This is a hard truth when our life may hang in the balance!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
Scripture: Matthew 10:21-22

In Matthew 10:21-22 we find out in the last days who the greatest enemies are. They may even be people in our
own family. In the last days we have to draw a distinction. We need to look at the issue of who is our family? Do only
those who are blood-relatives comprise family or are we in the same position that Jesus was when Mary and His
brothers were asking for Him. Those who do the will of the Father in heaven are our true brothers, sisters and mothers!
Our true Family is spiritual! Those who refuse the will of God are potential betrayers!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
Scripture: Matthew 10:21-22

These verses declare that a war is coming and may even come to our own house. The key is, will we endure to
the end? Some believers are going to be martyred in the last days. We need to prepare for that. The promise is,
nobody can take us out until we have finished our race! It was true of Jesus and it will be true of us. One of the most
exciting seasons in the Bible is the season of the revealing of the Two Witnesses mentioned in Revelation. Currently it
looks like the world is adopting anti-Christ positions galore. As things get really, really bad and persecution increases,
God will come and anoint His witnesses. Then God will anoint and empower them and no one can take them out
prematurely. God will sustain them until they have finished their race. The heat and fire of persecution come with a
promise stated in verse 22. “But he who endures to the end will be saved.” We persevere and endure because it is
necessary. This is nothing we shoulder alone. We do it out of relationship with our Dad!



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
Scripture: Matthew 10:23-25

Here in Matthew we are promised that persecution in coming. We are told to get ready to move because every
disciple is like his teacher and every servant is like his master. If they called the master of the house Beelzebub how
much more will they call those of his household. Persecution is coming. It is inevitable. How do we survive it? How do
we walk through it and finish our race victoriously? We finish in triumph because of the fruit of our relationship with
our Heavenly Father. The Holy Spirit’s job is to lead us and guide us into fulfilling our purpose and calling. That develops
out of relationship. As we grow in our relationship with Him, He will walk us through adversity all the way to the end.
The promise is that no one can take us out before our personal path is complete. What a great blessing! It is time to
grow in the quality of Family relationship that will ensure our safely and victory!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
Scripture: Matthew 10:26-31

In Matthew 10:26-31 we read over and over again the very same message. Persecution is coming, but do not
fear. There is nothing covered that will not be revealed nor hidden that will not be made known. We are told not to
fear those who kill the body but rather fear Him Who is able to kill both body and soul. God wants a fearless people in
the last days. Faith prevails in the last days as we accept remission of sin and walk in faith in our Family relationship with
God! Peace with God is the fruit because we have been justified by our faith through His blood. We are called to
represent God and when we are called to account we don’t have to worry about our defense. The Holy Spirit will give us
what to say. The promise is that no one can take us out until we have finished our race. That is the power and the
promise of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brought Jesus through to the completion of His walk. That same Spirit, the
Spirit of Christ, will do so for us too. He will see that we complete our assignment on the earth and have the assurance
that He walk within us all the way! This should give us supernatural confidence. How very important it is that we don’t
dwell on past mistakes and failures! If we do, we stay stuck in a miserable and unproductive place. Accepting our
forgiveness produces freedom.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
Scripture: Matthew 10:29-31

This passage says, “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more
value than many sparrows.” God knows and has numbered our days. He has given us the assurance that by His Holy
Spirit we will be empowered to complete our walk and enabled us to fulfill our days on the earth. God has the power to
do that and He will. He has the authority and He will bring that to pass. How important is the Holy Spirit in
administering our relationship with the Father! The Spirit of God is crucial.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
Scripture: Ephesians 1:17-18a

In Ephesians 1:17-18 we are told, “...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you
may know what is the hope of His calling,...” The spirit of wisdom and revelation of Christ naturally flows out to and
through those who make time for relationship. If we fail to make time to prioritize and cultivate relationship with our
Father and His Family, we forfeit the wisdom and revelation God has ordained to complete our call. Our time and where
we place our priorities are both spiritual keys! How many of us get side-tracked and run off on tangents and miss God’s
best because we don’t take time to build intimacy with Him through developing relationship with the Holy Spirit?
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 28
Scripture: Ephesians 1:18a, John 17:20-23

The hope of His calling is defined in John 17:20-23. This passage says, “/ do not pray for these alone, but also for
those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me | have given
them, that they may be one just as We are one: | in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” ‘Perfect’ in verse 23 is
tel-i-o-o which means to achieve maturity by completing the growth cycle. Man’s physical growth cycle is a minimum of
16 years and the spiritual growth may take much longer, perhaps even a lifetime that depending on personal resistance.
Not everyone yields to the Spirit. Where are we in the John 17 growth cycle? The church needs fertilizer and lots of
water!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29
Scripture: John 17:24-26

John 17:24-26 says, “Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where | am, that they
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father!
The world has not known You, but | have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. And | have declared to
them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and | in them.” Whenever
we study this passage, we hardly ever finish Christ’s thoughts on the subject! Jesus desired we be with Him so that
relationship is completed by His pouring out the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit takes residence in us so we are always close
in union with Him. If we nurture that relationship by praying in the Spirit, growth happens. In Jude 20 we understand
that we build ourselves up by doing so. What are we doing with what God poured out? Half the church is arguing
against the prayer language. We can all have it. God is no respecter of persons. It is available to all so we can grow into
our full potential. If we forfeit our prayer language, the enemy stunts our growth and slows the process to a crawl.
There certainly is a lot of warfare over our growth!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Scripture: Ephesians 1:18

Ephesians 1:18 says, “... the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,” In John 17, Jesus states that the glory of
God has already been given. How many are willing to forfeit the riches of the glory that Ephesians 1 tells us are part of
our Family legacy? If we allow the enemy to stunt our growth, we never experience the riches of His glory! How many
believers are in this place? How many are willing to stay there? 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 says, “However, we speak wisdom
among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory,
which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it
is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared
for those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the
deep things of God.” Our prayer language provides a path to pray glory out of the spiritual realm and into the natural. 1
Corinthians 2 tells us that!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31
Scripture: Ephesians 1:19-20

Ephesians 1:19-20 says, “and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to
the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places,...” When we fail to mature as Christ planned, we forfeit the exceeding greatness of His
power. We are promised doing Jesus works and even greater works! Jesus raised the dead while Peter made Ananias
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and Sapphira dead—a greater work! If we fail to follow God’s growth pattern we forfeit this promise which is the
foundation of qualifying as witnesses. God’s end-time witnesses as taught in Revelation 11:3-7 display His sovereignty!
Will we pay the price to participate?

Be deliberate in the choice,

To challenge each condemning voice.
Such seeds produce a poison crop,
And cause the power of God to stop.
Hold firm to what God wants to do,

That power-flow inside of you!

By ] Houghton

Anointed productivity,

With fruit beyond compare,
Awaits God’s sons who confidently
Rise above each snare!

With condemnation fully gone
God’s freedom will arise,

To venture forth in confidence

God’s power to exercise!

By J. Houghton
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