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 VOLUME XXXIX NUMBER II 
Sonship Gifts IV - Adoption B 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:5     
   
 Ephesians 1:5 points to a key purpose in God’s creation of man, “Having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,…”  God takes great pleasure in adopting us because adoption 
legalizes His eternal purpose which is first to redeem man’s rebellion and second to restore lost Sonship.  Romans 11 declares 
God’s adopted family will provoke the original family to jealousy.  God’s eternal purpose uses the adopted kids to make the 
original kids jealous and cause them to desire reconciliation.  Jewish people walked away from their covenant at least  three 
times in Scripture.  Each time they suffered a tremendous penalty.  God had a plan to harvest the nations that Christ died for.  
In that plan the key to grafting back in the original family was the full magnitude of what He was going to do for the adopted 
family.  This had been carefully thought out, purposed before earth began and implemented for salvation and the ingathering 
of His full family.  The Lord continues to unfold His plan in every generation and it is marvelous beyond words.  Many of the 
adopted kids still view themselves as servants when they are truly sons and daughters of royalty.  God is our Father!  The 
times and seasons we live in require confident Christians who can represent God in the full measure of His love and His 
authority!  For a relatively short period of time the early church achieved this.  The place for us to start is by accepting our 
birthright and embracing what many believers are forfeiting through neglect.  We must take special heed never to hold our 
birthright in contempt, scorn or distain as Esau did.   If a present-day preacher declared from the pulpit, that our generation, 
like Esau, had forfeited our birthright, how many would believe it?  No doubt that both Esau and Jacob frequently heard from 
their kin of the unique and supernatural family heritage of their grandfather Abraham and their father Isaac.  Jacob, as flawed 
as he was as a young man, carried the seed of his Sonship in his heart and God kept him and rewarded him.  Of Esau it is said, 
he despised and sold his birthright.  Many Christians in our generation have walked away from our birthright, or at the very 
least are neglecting it.  What if that neglect eventually leads to scorning our birthright?  How can we risk treating our 
birthright with contempt like Esau did?  Our birthright is Sonship.  We are God’s family!  We would be wise to fully embrace 
this precious privilege of Sonship.  
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
Scripture: Exodus 33:12-17 
   
  God’s first offer to Israel was to be a nation of kings and priests.  God’s majesty and holiness can be very frightening.  
At experiencing God’s glory, the children of Israel ran away and God instituted plan B.  He began to train Moses.  Moses 
actually developed relationship with God and through his prayer and intercession, and he saved Israel several times!  Finally in 
frustration Moses said in Exodus 33:12-17, “‘See, You say to me, “Bring up this people.” But You have not let me know whom 
You will send with me. Yet You have said, “I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.” Now therefore, I 
pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. 
And consider that this nation is Your people.’ And He said, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ Then he said 
to Him, ‘If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. For how then will it be known that Your people 
and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people 
who are upon the face of the earth.’ So the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have 
found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.’” Moses just asked for adoption and God granted it with the key issue being, 
‘power to separate.’  There are two Hebrew words, both spelled and pronounced the same,  paw-law.  One is a verb and the 
other a noun.  When introducing the concept to Israel, God started with the verb.  The whole reason why you and I are 
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adopted is so that God can covenantally demonstrate to the world that we are separate from them.  We are in His family.  
They are not.  We are to be separate.  We are to be known as separate.   God instituted separate as part of His judgment on 
Egypt!  Are we separate?  Probably not, if we didn’t know we could be.  We didn’t believe for it.  We never embraced it by 
faith.  That needs to change now!  Understanding adoption leads us to explore the magnitude of our inheritance!  An 
inheritance can be given squandered in a variety of forms.  An inheritance, like a check, can be issued and never cashed.  A 
promise can be given and never believed or received. 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 3   
Scripture: Exodus 8:22-23 
 

Laying hold of our birthright is something that has to be embraced.  A birthright is an inheritance.  The adoption is a 
Biblical birthright that has to be believed and acted on.  The first inheritance of adoption has to be separate but it must be 
believed to be received.  The first issue is to understand and accept our adoption into a spiritual family which has a specific 
covenantal inheritance.   Joining God’s family separates us from the world.  God’s whole purpose in us being a family as 
articulated by Moses is that we have access to the fullness of paw-law – God’s  purpose of separating us from the world.  God 
defined the verb paw-law for us!  In Genesis 18:14 Sarah, after hearing the angel promise a son at her advanced age, laughed 
in disbelief but the angel said, “Is there anything too hard (paw-law) for the Lord?”  Exodus 8:22-23 says, “And in that day, I 
will set apart the land of Goshen (paw-law) in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there in order that you 
may know that I am in the midst of the land.  I will make a difference between my people and your people.  Tomorrow this 
sign shall be!”  Where does it first appear in Scripture?  Paw-law means ‘to separate’ or make one separate and you make 
them separate for the purpose of favor and blessing.   Moses commented concerning Israel, “For how then will it be known 
that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight except you go with us?  So we shall be separate.”   Is the church separate 
from the world?  Not nearly enough.  The real issue here is, what do we value?  Genesis 25:34 says, “…thus Esau despised his 
birthright.”  What we treat common and devalue, we forfeit through neglect.  By neglecting our spiritual inheritance we walk 
Esau’s path.  Will we give the development of the Sonship gifts the time they deserve? 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
Scripture: Exodus 8:22, Jeremiah 29:11, Romans 12:1-2, Hebrews 11:1 
 
 Paw-law is the Hebrew word that describes what separates the people who are God’s from the people who are not.  
If we name the name of Christ and we belong to God, we have the right to demand that He make us separate and not 
separate in adversity but separate in the realm of blessing.  Romans 9:4 identifies the promises, “…who are Israelites to whom 
pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of law, the service of God and the promises.”  This constitutes our 
inheritance.  God separates us from the world.  The purpose of adoption is that we become God’s family and we are 
separated for blessing.  Many believers think they have been separated for adversity just because that is their experience.  
The first thing we have to do is to change our focus.  We have to change our belief system.  What are we separated for?  We 
were adopted by God for His good pleasure.  Not as an object of destruction.  Let’s change our perspective.  We must change 
the way we think and do it now.  “As a man thinks in His heart, so is he.”  “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaks.”  One of the very first and most important commands of Scripture is to renew our mind.  Think right!  Think according 
to God’s Word.  Romans 12:1-2 says, “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  
We are responsible for starting to think biblically about ourselves.  If we don’t start thinking differently about ourselves, we 
forfeit God’s best.  In effect God is saying,  ‘I adopted you to be a member of my family for blessing.  I did not adopt you for 
destruction.  I adopted you to bless you.’  For many of us, our personal experiences so far have dictated how we think about 
ourselves.  Let’s look in the mirror of the Word and dare to agree with God’s promises.  Adversity is an opportunity to 
overcome.  Changing how we think will change how we respond to circumstances.  God gives us an option.  Hebrews 11:1 says 
that tomorrow’s world is framed by words we speak today!  Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  Do we believe that?  Are we changing 
the way we think about ourselves.  It all starts right here. Let’s agree with what Ephesians 1 says about us!  We are sons and 
daughters of the King! 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
Scripture: Exodus 8:22-23 
 
 In Romans 9 when Paul interceded for the backsliding Jewish nation, he identified their covenantal origin as starting  
with adoption!  How do we know what ‘adoption’ means unless we let the Bible define it?  We can’t always rely on our 
definitions. We have to dig deeper to understand God’s meaning.  In Exodus 8:22-23, God commits to demonstrate a 
difference between Egypt and Israel.  In the latter days God will repeat this distinction.  As the entire book of Revelation 
unfolds, it demonstrates this difference.  The commitment is that blessing and protection are on the people that know Him 
and the people who reject Him receive curses and destruction.  Being adopted into God’s family means walking our final days 
different from the world and being persecuted for it!   The prophets were hated, not loved!  Jesus made one thing clear – we 
can and should develop the same relationship with God that He did.  John 17:21 says, “That they all may be one, as You, 
Father are in Me and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”  What 
relationship did we have with our natural fathers?  Is our relationship with God following the same path?  Can we grow our 
relationship with God?  Yes, Jesus did!  Investing quality time grows relationship!  Continually seeking intimacy with God, a 
clear understanding of His Word and choosing a lifestyle of obedience will set us on a transcendent path!  We want what we 
do to count in eternity!   
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
Scripture: Exodus 9:1-7  
 
 Exodus 9:1-7 says, “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, “Thus says the Lord God of the 
Hebrews: ‘Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For if you refuse to let them go, and still hold them, behold, the hand of 
the Lord will be on your cattle in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep—a very 
severe pestilence. And the Lord will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. So nothing 
shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.’”’ Then the Lord appointed a set time, saying, ‘Tomorrow the Lord will do 
this thing in the land.’ So the Lord did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the 
children of Israel, not one died. Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. But the 
heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go.”  Paw-law is used to define being separate.  God made the 
Egyptians separate from the Israelites.  God made a distinction between the two.  In that distinction, we see the Hand of God 
upon the Israelites’ cattle, horses, oxen and sheep.  Every single one of the Egyptian livestock died but not one of the 
Israelites’ animals died.  God said, ‘I will make a difference between the two.’  This was costly for the Egyptians.  New levels of 
adversity were experienced.  What was God showing?  He was showing a distinction so that the whole world could see the 
difference and the power that He had to protect.  This is the essence of Who God is!  He says that He will do this to show a 
difference between people who rebel against Him and those who serve Him.  Let’s recognize that there should be a difference 
between the blessing resting on God’s Own and those who oppose Him.  Seven different times in the book of Exodus, God 
demonstrated the difference between those who serve Him and those who don’t.  This is serious and it is time we start 
believing for this inheritance.  This difference needs to be seen in the earth today between us and the rebellious.  This blessing 
comes with adoption!    
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
Scripture: Exodus 11:1-7 
 
 Exodus 11:4-7 says. “Then Moses said, ‘Thus says the Lord: “About midnight I will go out into the midst of Egypt; and 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the 
female servant who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals. Then there shall be a great cry throughout all 
the land of Egypt, such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again. But against none of the children of Israel shall a dog 
move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the Lord does make a difference between the Egyptians and 
Israel.”’”  Do you and I have the right to ask God to create a difference?  Yes, we do!  We have the covenantal right to ask God 
to do such demonstrations.  This was God’s idea to start with.  It was God, our Father who initiated this to motivate people 
toward salvation!  In the book of Revelation judgments, like those in Egypt, are to be repeated.  Why?  The first reason is that 
it will demonstrate to all a distinction between the righteous and the wicked.  The second reason is that it demonstrates to 
the Jewish people what God will do to be in a relationship with them!  It demonstrates what He’ll do to ignite in them a 
hunger for relationship with the true and living God and cause in them a desire to embrace Jesus as their Savior.  
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
Scripture: Exodus 33:15-17 
 
 In Exodus 33:15-17 it says, “Then he said to Him, ‘If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.  
For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us?  So we shall be 
separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.’ So the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will also do 
this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.’”  Moses was appealing for 
this distinction to be made in behalf of the whole nation because they were His family.  We are adopted.  God makes it 
available to all of us.  This is available!  Ask for it!  Let’s trust God to make a difference between us and the unbelievers.  It is 
time we pursued all God has for us.  It is time we see ourselves as family.  Representing God in His fullness requires a 
powerfully radiant partnership to emerge between Christ and the church!  And it is available for our participation if we 
wholeheartedly prepare.   
   
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
Scripture: Psalm 4:1-3 
  
   In Psalm 4:1-3 we are told, “Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have relieved me in my distress; 
Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer. How long, O you sons of men, Will you turn my glory to shame? How long will you love 
worthlessness And seek falsehood? Selah But know that the Lord has set apart for Himself him who is godly; The Lord will hear 
when I call to Him.”  “Set apart” is paw-law!  God establishes the fact that you and I are separate to Him by covenant and He 
will hear when we call.  Are we calling for appropriate divine judgment?  God wants us to call.  He wants us to ask for Him to 
make a difference and show a distinction between His family and those in the world.  May the adopted sons and daughters 
pray under God’s direction that whoever is in the way be removed.  We have a right to ask that  God-haters and God-mockers 
be ground to powder.  ‘God, whoever is in the way, whoever is hindering Your plan, please make a distinction.  And do it for 
the glory of Your Name!’  The end-time conflict between light and darkness will one day dominate the earth.  We are quickly 
moving in that direction.  God and His family versus satan and his family will be locked in a global battle with the fate of 
nations hanging in the balance.  It’s time for the warriors of God to arise and prepare!   
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
Scripture: Psalm 17:1-9 
 
 In Psalm 17:1-9 we have the prayer of the upright, the prayer of King David concerning separating and God showing a 
distinction and a difference.  In verses 4-9 King David says, “Concerning the works of men, By the word of Your lips, I have kept 
away from the paths of the destroyer. Uphold my steps in Your paths, That my footsteps may not slip. I have called upon You, 
for You will hear me, O God; Incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech. Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right 
hand, O You who save those who trust in You From those who rise up against them. Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me 
under the shadow of Your wings, From the wicked who oppress me, From my deadly enemies who surround me.”  David is 
asking God to show a difference between him and those who are oppressing him.  He is asking God to do it for the sake of His 
name!  “Keep me as the apple of Your eye; hide me under the shadow of Your wings.”  He is saying in effect, ‘Let me see paw-
law, Your marvelous kindness.  God those who are oppressing me and stealing from me, show Your paw-law, so they cannot 
continue.  Lord, I ask You to intervene and be the Rock that falls on them and grinds them to powder until they start to do 
what is right, in Jesus name!  Grind them to powder until they relent and cease the oppression!’  That is covenant!  Can we 
pray like King David?  David understood his Sonship position and did not hesitate to draw on his family standing with God.  
Sonship demands justice from the God of all the earth who ‘does right.’  Just like Abraham did of God for Lot who was stuck in 
Sodom, Abraham prayed, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?”  God did, and Lot’s family was delivered. 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
Scripture: Psalm 139:14-24 
 
 Psalm 139:14-24 says, “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that 
my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest 
parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days 
fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the 
sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You. Oh, that 
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You would slay the wicked, O God! Depart from me, therefore, you bloodthirsty men. For they speak against You wickedly; Your 
enemies take Your name in vain. Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate You? And do I not loathe those who rise up against You? 
I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my 
anxieties; And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”  What a prayer for every born again 
individual!  If we are going to experience the paw-law of God, then these are the kind of prayers we should be crying out.  
Search us, know us, reward our enemies according to their unrighteousness!  Let all those who bow to mammon fall for 
wickedness sake!  Cause me, O Lord to stand strong for Your name’s sake and cause my enemies to fall for righteousness sake! 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
Scripture: Romans 8:10-17 
 
 In Romans 8:12-15 we are told, “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you did not receive 
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba  Father.’”  In Christ we 
have been given the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is our Helper, our Paraclete, the One who is called alongside to help.  What 
He helps us do is to walk out the will of God by revealing it to us.  And for the obedient, He supplies the supernatural power 
and grace.  The Scripture says, we are heirs and we are joint heirs with Christ.  That means we are willing to suffer with Him 
that we also may be glorified together.  What we discover here is that we have a Biblical blood-bought birthright in Christ.  
Jesus died to be the Son among many sons, to open the way for all of us to be adopted into the Family of God, and then sent 
the Spirit of Adoption to us by which we acknowledge God as our Father.  It is the Holy Spirit’s job to reveal Him as Father to 
us and to reveal our inheritance to us.  What an astounding and amazing birthright we have in Him.  If we walk in the Spirit the 
Lord will lead us into the unfolding of that birthright.  That is the promise!  We are heirs and joint heirs with Christ.  It can’t be 
any clearer than it is in Romans 8.  The real question is, are we going to accept that and are we going to choose to walk it out.  
We have the privilege of being the habitation, the temple of the Holy Spirit.  This gift should not be squandered! 
  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 21:16-17 
 
 Deuteronomy 21:16-17 says, “Then it shall be, on the day he bequeaths his possessions to his sons, that he must not 
bestow firstborn status on the son of the loved wife in preference to the son of the unloved, the true firstborn.  But he shall 
acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the 
beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his.”  It is interesting in Scripture that there is a covenantal right of the 
firstborn and that covenantal right consists of a double portion.  What is interesting about this process is that the firstborn is 
obviously Israel.  They were truly a people that God singled out for Himself.  It is obvious that Israel, Biblically speaking, was 
the firstborn.  There is such a thing, however, as forfeiting our covenantal right by walking away from covenant in rebellion.  If 
God has two sons, the Israelite believers were first and the Gentile believers then came second.  Did the Israelite believers 
forfeit their firstborn status by walking away from God?  The answer is yes, at least 3 times in Scripture but God’s plan in 
Romans 11 was to provoke the Jews to jealousy through the Gentiles in the last days.  How did God intend to provoke the 
Israelites to jealousy?  The adopted sons do what Moses did.  Now we have an issue of, who is adopted and who is natural 
born, who is first born, how does all that unfold in Scripture?  It makes a difference in how we see ourselves in the end-times 
and in the last days.  This issue needs to considered and studied.   Many of us have believed that Israel is definitely firstborn 
and are obviously the favored child with the double portion.  Many, for that reason, think they just managed to get in but 
have relegated themselves to second class status.  Could the truth be, it is the opposite?  We don’t know until we study it out, 
but it certainly is a question concerning being adopted since God in the Word clearly adopted both the Israelites as His family 
and the Gentile believers as His family also.  Since we have two different groups and they are both adopted who gets the first 
born status?  Answer: the church, God’s family of both Jew and Gentile who accept Christ!   
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-9 
 
   In 2 Kings 2:1-9 we have the transition between the ministry of Elijah and the ministry of Elisha.  As this transition 
unfolds there is a test that Elijah executes for Elisha.  The test is, ‘leave me, stay here for I have to go somewhere else.’  And 
this was repeated three times.  Each time though, Elisha says, ‘No, I will not leave you, I will not leave you, I will not leave you.’  
He is supernaturally determined to stay by his master’s side.  Any father who has two sons does not want to lose either!  If 
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one departs like the prodigal, he will do whatever is necessary to win him back!  God is just such a father and describes His 
plan to win the Jews in Romans 11.  He has chosen to provoke them to jealousy by the magnitude of what He intends to do 
through the church!  The judgments of Revelation have a familiar tone.  They are akin to what was done by Moses in Egypt.  
That anointing falls on the end-time church!  It is time to prepare. 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:3-5, 1 Corinthians 4:4, John 17:21-23  
 
 Ephesians 1 unfolds God’s preparational plan for establishing eternal relationship with His blood-bought, adopted 
family of sons and daughters!  God is first and foremost a Father who loves and desires relationship with His kids!  When we 
deeply and thoroughly accept the nine Sonship gifts that God offers in Ephesians 1, there is the pathway to transformational 
fruit!  God gave this wisdom and revelation first to the Apostle Paul and the fruit was in his words, “For I know nothing against 
myself, yet I am not justified by this; but he who judges me is the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 4:4)  Paul’s conscience had been 
washed by the water of the Word of Ephesians 1:3-5 and Paul was now walking in truth and full freedom from his past which 
says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love…”  Chosen, holy and blameless qualify us for adoption into God’s Family!  If we can accept chosen, holy and 
blameless, then we can take our position as God’s Own family with all that that entails, with all of the family privileges and 
responsibilities.  We can receive what Christ bought and begin to walk in it!  Jesus prayed in John 17:21-23 that we would 
develop the same relationship with Father God that He had!  Building that relationship can begin when we accept the 
progression of the nine Sonship gifts!   Seeing ourselves as chosen, holy and blameless is essential for family membership and 
allows God to take up residence in us!  These three sanctify God’s temple whose temple we are!   
   
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
Scripture: 1 John 3:19-21 
 
 1 John 3:19 says, “And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.”  The Greek 
word for “assure” is pi-tho and it means to persuade, convince or cause to believe!  Our hearts need grounding in the 
certainty of the Word to believe that God through the blood of Christ transformed us to be chosen, holy and blameless so we 
can embrace our adoption!  Do you know any Christians who have the same relationship with Father God that Jesus had?  We 
hear about men and women who developed such a relationship.  Smith Wigglesworth, Charles Finney, Jonathan Edwards to 
name a few, but what about our generation?  Let’s choose to join the ranks of God’s great end-time army by following the 
developmental path that Paul outlined in Ephesians 1 which will lead us into the fullness of Christ!  It will propel us into 
discovering the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and the exceeding greatness of His 
power that God purposed to develop within us.  It worked for Paul and it will for us as well!  May the Lord work with each of 
us to confirm the Word with signs following!   
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:5-6, Matthew 12:46-50 
 
 Ephesians 1:5-6 says, “…having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself according to the good 
pleasure of His will to the praise of the glory of His grace by which He has made us accepted in the beloved.”  The Greek word 
here uses the double for emphasis.  It is used only three times in the New Testament.  The first time the angel Gabriel said it 
to Mary, when he said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one.”  We should rejoice twice because the word God used to describe 
Mary was used twice to describe our position before God as adopted family.  Why would God emphasize this issue?  The same 
word God used to describe Mary, He used twice to describe our position before God as adopted family.  God considers you 
and I as family as much as He did Mary, perhaps more.  Can we visualize ourselves as important to His plan as Mary was?  If 
we haven’t already, let’s make this the day we accept our position as sons and daughters in God’s family!  In Matthew 12 
Jesus was told, ‘Look, Your mother and brothers are standing outside waiting to talk with you!”  Jesus’ reply was, “’Who is my 
mother and who are my brothers?’  Then He went on to stretch out His hand toward His disciples and said, ‘Here are my 
mother and my brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.’”  Jesus 
defined His family!  Will we agree and grow accordingly?   
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:5-6, Exodus 33:15-17 
 
 Ephesians 1:5-6 expresses the acceptance part of the adoption as based on the covenant that Moses initiated after 
the exit from Egypt and before entry to the Promised Land in Exodus 33:15-17.  It says, “Then he said to Him, ‘If Your Presence 
does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.  For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in 
Your sight, except You go with us?  So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the 
earth.’  So the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will also do this thing that you have spoken, for you have found grace in My sight, and I 
know you by name.’”  God promised to protect the covenant believers while expecting judgment on the perpetrators and, at 
the same time, protecting the obedient.  The fruit of this covenantal promise can be seen on the penalty imposed on Ananias 
and Sapphira while protecting the remainder of the church!  The fear of the Lord was restored resulting in salvations.  Could 
we not use such a restoration today?  Maybe God is waiting on us!   
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
Scripture: Exodus 33:18-23 
 
 Moses asks God, “Please, show me Your glory.”  What was Moses really asking?  Let’s remember that context 
determines meaning.  Moses was in effect asking, ‘Lord, do in the future what You did for us in bringing us out of Egypt, where 
judgment fell on the Egyptians but paw-law preserved us in Goshen.’  Asking to see the glory is asking to see the anointing 
that protects the righteous and afflicts the wicked!  God understood that is what Moses was asking by His definition of the 
two contrasting sides of God.  Exodus 34:6-7 states, “And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation.’”  Why in most of today’s church world 
is the glory only viewed as an anointing to bless and not to judge.  Is there no awareness that it was not only in the Old 
Testament but in Acts and Revelations as well?  The judicial thread of Christ has been purged from most of today’s church and 
right now it is the number one thing the nation needs!  We have a church in the infancy of relationship which does not know 
the glory and is fearful and hesitant of embracing the judicial.  The good news is Exodus 33:21 which says, “And the Lord said, 
‘Here is a place by Me and you shall stand on the rock.’”  This is a prophetic declaration that answers Moses’ cry for the glory!  
Ephesians 1 describes the place on the Rock of Christ and His completed work where visitation transitions to habitation which 
follows the Ephesians pattern.  Servants wait for visitation but sons live in habitation!  Accepting adoption and growing 
relationship takes us into being God’s temple and habitation where His glory dwells!    
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
Scripture: Exodus 34:9-10, Isaiah 60, Ephesians 2:22 
 
 Exodus 34:9-10 says, “And he said, ‘If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray go among us, 
even though we are a stiff-necked people,; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.’  And He said: 
‘Behold, I make a covenant.  Before all your people I will do marvels (paw-law) such as have not been done in all the earth, nor 
in any nation; and all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the Lord.  For it is an awesome thing that I will do 
with you.’”  Paul explains in Ephesians 1 and throughout the book of Ephesians what God covenants to do with us as we 
transition to sons and daughters through adoption growing to handle the full habitation of God in the Spirit.  In this place 
Isaiah 60 becomes a reality where “Arise shine, your light has come and the glory has risen upon you!” becomes a lifestyle.  
God covenants to do the full measure of signs and wonders through us!  In the Old Testament servants waited for visitation 
where the anointing of the Spirit came for a specific purpose.  In the New Testament sons and daughters become the temple 
and habitation, the reality where glory is always accessible!  When the Lord is present with us, anything is possible.  “Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of hosts!”  Growing in relationship is building a habitation model described 
in Ephesians 2:22 as God’s great goal, “In whom you are also being built together as a habitation of God in the Spirit!”  When 
Paul faced the false prophet, the indwelling Spirit manifested from Paul being the habitation for God’s glory and as a result he 
executed justice through blindness in order that a region controlled largely by demons might hear and see truth and be set 
free!  
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
Scripture: Exodus 8:22, 9:4, 11:7, 33:16, 34:10 
 
 God takes us on a progression where He begins displaying divine purpose by intervention thru individual 
manifestations.  God is capable of displaying a distinctive difference between His people and the world!  A paw-law is a divine 
display in answer to a relational appeal that creates a positive witness that is personally advantageous and therefore to be 
desired.  God’s individual interventions, once experienced create a demand in Moses to sustain this level of relationship that 
guarantees future interventions.  The first appearance of paw-law the verb comes in Exodus 8:22, “And in that day, I will Paw-
law, set apart the land of Goshen...no swarms of flies shall be there…”  The second appearance is Exodus 9:4, “And the Lord 
will paw-law, make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt.”  The difference was hail.  There 
was no hail in Goshen.  The third paw-law was the firstborn and the fourth mention was Moses declaring, ‘I can’t continue this 
journey and not see this level of difference.  Don’t take us up from here if you aren’t willing to continue Your care, 
guardianship and fathering of us.  We want You to adopt us as Your family so we can continue living in this family blessing.’  
And God agreed.  Finally in Exodus 34:10 after Moses asked God to demonstrate this difference between the wicked and 
those of His own, God covenanted to do so as a witness opening the way to salvation.  A progression has been born.  God 
started with individual manifestations and then covenanted to make His fullness available.   The New Testament brings us the 
indwelling fullness of the Godhead by the Spirit!  Ephesians 1 starts out declaring the nine Sonship gifts.  In Chapter 2 Paul 
goes on to declare the purpose of becoming a habitation of God in the Spirit.  By Chapter 3, the prayer declaration is that we 
may be filled with all the fullness of God!  How greatly we should all long to become one with the mighty truths and powerful 
privileges that Paul is revealing by the Spirit. 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
Scripture: Isaiah 59, 60, 61 
 

Isaiah 59, 60, 61 form critical, visual developmental steps unfolding redemption and adoption.  Isaiah 59 identifies 
man’s problem as disobedience and rebellion, the sin that separates God from man.  Jesus, the great Sacrifice, bridges the 
gap.  In Isaiah 59:20 God promises to visit those who turn from transgression and reward them with a covenant for embracing 
righteousness.  Jesus is that righteousness.  God’s reward is three generations will be visited by His Spirit because of their 
faithfulness.  Obedience in accepting Christ and being vigilant to grow up in Him is rewarded with 3 generations of harvest.  
What would happen in church if we were to accurately discern that we were such a generation and begin to respond 
accordingly?  Paul’s revelation of the glorious church without spot, wrinkle or blemish originates in Isaiah 59, 60 and 61.  Could 
we see the same Holy Spirit that energized the early church manifest in our meetings?   How should we respond if that is what 
God is offering?  If there was ever a season to fully commit to God, this is likely it! 

   
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
Scripture: Isaiah 56:1-8 
 
 Isaiah 56 reveals a special reward for long term faithfulness in verses 1-5 “‘Keep justice, and do righteousness, For My 
salvation is about to come, And My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man who does this, And the son of man who 
lays hold on it; Who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, And keeps his hand from doing any evil.’ Do not let the son of the 
foreigner Who has joined himself to the Lord Speak, saying, ‘The Lord has utterly separated me from His people’; Nor let the 
eunuch say, ‘Here I am, a dry tree.’ For thus says the Lord: ‘To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, And choose what pleases 
Me, And hold fast My covenant, Even to them I will give in My house And within My walls a place and a name Better than that 
of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name That shall not be cut off.’”  God is a rewarder of faithfulness!  The 
blessing of the firstborn is rewarded with a double portion inheritance in Scripture.  In verses 6-8 God makes it clear that He is 
talking about the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord.  He is talking about Gentile Christians.  He says in 
verses 6-8, “‘Also the sons of the foreigner Who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, And to love the name of the Lord, to 
be His servants— Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, And holds fast My covenant—Even them I will bring to My 
holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices Will be accepted on My 
altar; For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.’ The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, 
‘Yet I will gather to him Others besides those who are gathered to him.’”  Isaiah saw the great end-time harvest and 
prophesied about it!  He saw the reward of faithfulness and declared it.  This is the inheritance of the church available to us 
through our adoption into God’s family — Let’s accept it and walk it out with determination and conviction! 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
Scripture: Romans 11:11-32   
   
 In Exodus 8:22 God introduced paw-law the verb as His desire to demonstrate a difference between His people and 
the world!  When Moses demanded that difference as a covenant foundation of adoption, God answered by promising paw-
law the noun in Exodus 34:10.  That word has 80 occurrences in the Hebrew Old Testament signifying fullness.  God is saying, 
‘I offer you the fullness of My ability to save.  Once Jesus is resurrected, fullness is guaranteed by the blood and we become 
God’s avenue to both receive and demonstrate it.  Colossians 2:9 declares, “For in Him dwells the fullness pla-ro-ma of the 
Godhead bodily and we are play-ro-o in Him.”  Play-ro-o Is the verb!  The very same concept appears again in Revelation 5:10 
which says, “And have made us kings and priests bas-il-yooce to our God and we shall reign bas-il-yoo-o on the earth.”  The 
action of reigning is the expression of the verb reflecting the fullness of the noun!  God has covenanted to demonstrate a 
difference through His fullness available to the believer in the last days.  Exceeding abundantly above all we could ask or think 
should become part of our prayer life!  
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
Scripture: Matthew 11:1-6 
 
 What does Jesus expect from us?  Jesus established boundaries for both the twelve and the seventy.  He then went on 
to establish relationship as He preached in their towns.  John the Baptist must have surprised Christ with His question, ‘Are 
you the Messiah, or do we look for another?’  Matthew 3 records the baptism of Christ by John including the manifestation of 
the Spirit coming as a dove and God’s voice from heaven.  Toward the end of John’s life, John, as he sits in prison, is 
questioning what He previously witnessed and knew.   What happened to John’s faith and conviction?   John came as a 
Nazarite came neither eating or drinking, but Jesus came as a carpenter.  He lived a different lifestyle than John.  Was John 
offended?  Quite possibly he was and it caused him to question what he knew about God.  Will God allow contrary 
circumstances or better yet does He create them to test us in critical seasons.  John had to choose not to be offended by what 
Jesus did and did not do.  He yielded to God’s will and died in faith trusting God with the offering of his life.  We can follow his 
example.  How Jesus navigated ministry produced consternation.  If John the Baptist had a faith crisis as a last test, it is 
understandable.  Look at Christ’s last test in the garden.  His sweat literally turned to blood resisting sin!  Within God’s family 
there is wide latitude offered in how we carry out ministry!  John prepared the way by walking a very narrow path.  Jesus 
expressed the great width and depth of God’s love in the broad sense by the variety of people He associated with!  Surely 
there is grace for us in this season. 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
Scripture: Matthew 11:11 
 
 Matthew 11:11 states, “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than 
John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  Jesus just said that every one of us in the 
New Testament is greater than John the Baptist!  How can that be?  John the Baptist was a servant under the Old Covenant 
but we are sons and daughters of the King under the New Testament!  Family relationship makes us greater than John!  The 
indwelling Holy Spirit through habitation cements this intimate relationship even more.   Will we sow the Scripture in our 
hearts that declares this reality until we believe it?  Our job is to plant the eternal seed of the Word until it takes root and 
produces fruit in our hearts!  First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear!  The gold is in the family relationship – 
The goal is developing the same relationship with Father God that Jesus had!  Adoption makes that possible!  John yielded to 
heavenly supernatural obedience and what God gave him to declare and prophesy cost him his life.  Jesus walked the same 
pattern of obedience.  What pattern are we walking?  Are we avoiding the cross or embracing it?  Jesus and John embraced 
the cross and died for it.  Each embraced the personal, sacrificial path the Father set before them.  Are we willing to embrace 
the cross set before us?  Are we willing to die to self and pick up our cross as obedient sons and daughters? 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
Scripture: Matthew 11:12, 1 Thessalonians 4:17 
 
 In Matthew 11:12, Jesus said, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and the violent take it by force.”  The Greek word translated “force” is har-pad-zo, the same word used for the 
rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.  It means, ‘To forcibly take openly as a display of superior strength and authority.’ Forcibly 
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take your relationship with God as a son or daughter.  Unless we become as children, we cannot enter into the Kingdom.  
When kids find a present with their name on it, they rip the wrapping off and take it as their own!  Let’s be five-year-olds 
when it comes to God's promises – take them by force!  They are our own!  Jesus died for nations!  All authority is given to us 
by the blood.  We can pray termination or resurrection, death or life.  King David in Psalm 143:12 prayed death on those who 
stole Jerusalem saying, “In Your mercy, cut off my enemies and destroy all those who afflict my soul, for I am Your servant.”  
Join King David in praying judgment on unrelenting God-haters and God-mockers! 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
Scripture: Matthew 11:28-30    
   
 In Matthew 11:28-30   Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is 
easy and My burden is light.”  Humility has two sides.  The same humility that enables us to confess our sin empowers us to 
declare God's Word of Truth regarding who we are through the Blood of Christ!  Finding the voice of humility that agrees with 
God's Word is every bit as important as confessing our sins!  Concerning 2019 the Lord said to me, “Don’t expect Me to be 
violent against your enemies if you are not willing to be violent with yourself.”    Jesus said that if our hand offends us we are 
to take violent action to correct the misdeeds of our hands.   God’s Kingdom is possessed to release bold action against God’s 
enemies!  Let this be the year of bold action, in Jesus’ name!   Let this be the year when the first bold step taken will be to 
receive and act on the Sonship privileges that God has bought, paid for and gifted us with.  May God be violent against our 
enemies – including the enemies of blame, guilt, self-criticism, and inferiority that are paralyzing us and rendering us 
ineffective.  Let us pursue them until they are destroyed!  May we arise to obedience and maturity!    
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