VOLUME XXIX NUMBER V
The Prayer of the Righteous

Dear Friend:

Matthew 5:13 says, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” The real question rising for the church is what are
we “good for?” Are we good for something or good for nothing? If we are currently good for nothing, the evidence could
be the courts taking away Christian liberties for nearly fifty years without any penalty. Our response to the war on

Christianity has been to enable demonized politicians and warped judges by praying for them instead of praying against
them!

| believe Jesus as the author of covenant vengeance has been waiting for the church to stand on their covenant.
We have the right to demand covenant vengeance on those who continue to propagate policies that fill the land with
iniquity and guarantee devastation! In Luke 18 Jesus encouraged us to demand covenant vengeance on our enemies in
verses six through eight, “Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who
cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? | tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”

What is transpiring in government today signals a shift for the church. An antichrist spirit is moving against the
church in a very coordinated assault on everything we hold dear. The very foundations of our nation are being decimated
by liberal politicians. Praying for them enables them to continue the destruction. Praying against them is the preferable
path to take because moving God's hand in judgment is the only thing that will slow their progress in crippling the nation.
Invite the warrior judge as David did in Psalms 55:15,16 and 143:12. Jesus is the judge of all the earth and He knows how to
war!

Yours In Him,

Al Houghton



VOLUME XXIX NUMBER V
The Prayer of the Righteous

FRIDAY, May 1
Scripture: James 5:16

James 5:16 tells us, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” The Greek word for “avails much” is is-koo-o0. It means to grow
strong, to wield force, to overcome in conflict. Is-koo-o is the Greek word that is often used to describe personal situations
that are like war where we are in intense spiritual conflicts which are nose-to-nose, face-to-face and eyeball-to-eyeball.
How do we move the opponent out of the way? The challenge of James 5:16 is that we must first move God’s hand to
move the opponent out of the way. We can’t do it in the flesh. We can’t do it through force, strength, skill or a well-placed
blow. According to James 5:16, we can only do it in prayer. Those are the rules of the game. The rules of spiritual war
demand that through covenant relationship with God, we prevail upon Him to move the enemy out of the way. Welcome
to Spiritual Warfare Training where we strive for access to everything available in our spiritual armory!

SATURDAY, May 2
Scripture: Matthew 5:13

Jesus said On the Sermon on the Mount, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good (is-koo-o) for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” Spiritual Warfare
Training foundation stone #1 declares prayer to be the weapon of choice. Foundation stone #2 comes from the Sermon on
the Mount where Jesus simply declares that we are God’s preserving agents on the earth. That is a God-given assignment.
You cannot pass your portion on to someone else. You cannot pay someone to do it for you. We are all stuck with the
assignment. Every believer is a grain of divine salt. The problem with some believers is that we have lost our flavor. We
don’t have enough flavor to season anything. In that case, we are is-koo-o for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. Isn't it interesting that for fifty years, the Supreme Court has been persuaded to take liberty after liberty
away from the church? When it comes to the courts, verse 13 describes life in the American church over the last fifty years
— “trampled underfoot by men.” When we allow this to continue then it forces the conclusion “good for nothing.” Are we
tired of being “good for nothing?” Consider this Bible study the words of a Marine-Corps recruiter knocking on your door
asking you to enlist: “Enlist because God is looking for a few good men and women to save the nation. Enlist because there
is a war on, and it’s time for the army of the Lord to arise. No longer are we willing to be trampled underfoot by men. If
watching what our forefathers bled and died for being trampled underfoot grieves your heart and demands action then
you’ve come to the right recruiter.”



SUNDAY, May 3
Scripture: Matthew 5:17,18

In Matthew 5:17,18 we are told, “’Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to
destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till it all is fulfilled.”” What are we good for? Well, one thing we are good for is that we can embrace God’s
word and the promise of the prophets. For the promise is: “not one jot or tittle will pass away until all is fulfilled.” And the
prophets had a lot to say about the end-time church. The prophet Joel promised that we would see a double-anointing. He
promised the Lord would come and completely release the church into the full measure of what God has for us. He put it
this way, in Joel 2 verses 23 and 24, “Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has given
you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you— The former rain, And the latter rain in the
first month. The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil.” We should be
close to some of the greatest outpourings of the Holy Spirit that the earth has ever seen. In the midst of great adversity,
the prophets promised an anointing. This anointing is to bring a harvest, to do justice, to restore the saltiness of the church
and to see the hand of the living God. To see God’s hand remove the enemies guarantees we can have the harvest. | would
personally volunteer for that kind of action and | believe God is training His commandos to be very, very salty.

MONDAY, May 4
Scripture: James 5:17

In James 5:17 we are told, “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain;
and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.” God’s definition of whether we have salt or whether we
don’t is whether or not we can move the Lord’s hand to close down the resources of the wicked. Ahab and Jezebel were
ruling the land, they had brought in the prophets of Baal and Elijah began to pray that it would not rain. If it didn’t rain,
there were no crops. No crops meant no money. Livestock was a liability when there was no rain. Stopping the rain
impoverished the nation and forced the leaders to face their evil. The New Testament definition of whether or not we
have salt is whether or not we can move God’s hand to dry up the resources of the wicked. Elijah was praying judgment.
Elijah got it. God answered his prayer because it was a righteous warfare act. Is there an Ahab — whether spiritual or
political on your horizon? When it comes to drying up the funding of evil the potential qualifying groups abound. We could
all probably agree that George Soros has funded more evil exercises than anyone living'. If we can pray George Soros into
bankruptcy, we could stop major assaults against our Christian heritage on many, many fronts. It’s time for warfare training
to enter the initial targeting phase in which we select the most worthy candidates for prayer! Praying like Elijah is a
privilege!

TUESDAY, May 5
Scripture: 1 King 17:1-16

A major part of spiritual warfare is survival. Once Elijah had made his proclamation and continued praying daily
that there would be no rain, God honored it! This action also necessitated following the spirit to where the provision was.
Praying judgment has consequences. Our experience could easily parallel Elijah’s where we have to hide until the
opportune moment. Survival is a warfare skill. This is much like that season in that every believer must move by the spirit
to where the provision is. God had provision for Elijah and He has provision for us. But Elijah had to move. He could only
spend a set amount of time by the brook Cherith. When the water ran out it was time to move and God had an appointed
place where no one would look. Elijah must have thought it strange to be sent to a widow in Zaraphath, which is in the
region of Sidon, a place well known for not having covenant believers. And yet it was into that worldly environment that
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Elijah was sent and the miracle provision came and the widow obeyed the voice of the prophet. God’s provision came for
the flour and the oil. He was there for the duration of the drought. Walking with Jesus the Judge and having salt has a
survival component in it that every believer needs to prepare for now. Before you go into the war, before you go nose-to-
nose and face-to-face with some of the demonic giants in the land and their representatives, you have to experience the
God of provision. In a dry unbelieving place, God meets us. Do not think it strange to find yourself in such a place! Growth
and development occurs in a dry place! The Holy Spirit knows where that place is and He is certainly willing to lead us
there. Ask the Lord to lead you by the Spirit into His place of supernatural provision where the flour and the oil continue to
flow and every need is covered. God is ready. He wants to show off in preparing His end time army!

WEDNESDAY ,May 6
Scripture: 1 King 17:17-24

Miracle provision in the places that God sends us often engenders a counter attack that must be overcome.
Believers who support anointed ministry often face supernatural resistance personally. The widow is about to experience
this level of resistance. The widow had a son who became sick and died. In her grief she said, “Why did you come here to
bring my sin to remembrance and to kill my son?” Elijah was forced to face the issue of the spiritual repercussions of the
warfare in which he was engaged falling on his supporters. At that moment he takes the son and he cries out to God over
an issue of justice that demands a Throne Room response. Will God not resurrect and restore to those who have faithfully
supported His purpose in the earth and His ministers of deliverance, even though they carry judgment and war? Will not
the God of all the earth do right? Elijah is face-to-face with the warfare that is upon him, having fallen on the family of the
widow. He puts a covenant demand on the Throne, because it is not right. The same justice Abram cried out to God for is
needed now! “Shall not the God of all the earth do right?” Abram declared, “ It is not right for the righteous to perish with
the wicked. Will you not save the righteous? They deserve a different fate than the wicked.” God heard. The angel came
and escorted Lot and his family out. The angel’s hands were tied by Abram’s intercession. The angel could do nothing until
Lot safely arrived at Zoar. When Lot’s first step entered the border of Zoar, fire fell from heaven. Hence God’s justice
came. Elijah was asking for a different kind of justice. He was asking for the resurrection kind. God’s justice is a two-edged
sword. It will fall on the head of the wicked, and it will resurrect the righteous. Demand Throne Room justice — it is your
legal right.

THURSDAY, May 7
Scripture: 1 King 18:17-19

Today is the national day of prayer. | cannot think of a better passage to look at than the culmination of Elijah’s
intercession to lock down the economy of the nation so that he could finally confront and remove what was troubling the
land. In that confrontation, the head of political government and the head of church government are locked in a nose-to-
nose battle. Verses 17 and 18 describe it, “Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, ‘Is that you, O
troubler of Israel?” And he answered, ‘I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, in that you have
forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have followed the Baals.”” The confrontation between political government
and spiritual government consistently appears in scripture. We are headed into perhaps the greatest one the American
church has ever known or seen. The troublers of America are many and they occupy positions of power in government that
go all the way to the top. Many represent an antichrist spirit and an antichrist agenda for which they must be prayed into
judgment. The justice of God demands that the church ask the Lord to remove legislators that support abortion and
homosexual marriage. Those who desire to persecute and silence the church need to experience the justice of God and the
silencing of their own voice. We are in such a confrontation. While we would like for many of them to be saved, their
resistance is so strong that it forces this confrontation into another dimension. The dimension of God'’s justice and mercy on
the land demands their removal. When we can cross over and begin to pray against them then we are regaining our salt.



FRIDAY, May 8
Scripture: 1 King 18:20-40

Elijah is successful because God hears his voice and acts. Not only does he pray the economy into an absolute lockdown,
but he confronts the king and galvanizes the people to cleanse the land by executing the prophets of Baal. Elijah’s prayers
bring the sword of God’s justice necessary to save a nation, those who are filling it with iniquity must be removed. Jesus
said, “Have salt, or you are is-koo-o for nothing!” The New Testament definition of being “good-for-something” is when
we can pray God’s hand upon the perpetrators who are filling the land with iniquity and see Him remove them. Supreme
Court justices who are candidates for such prayer are Ruth Bader Ginsberg, John Paul Stevens, David Hackett Souter and
Stephen Breyer. These individuals have consistently filled America with innocent blood. Until we can pray against the
enemy’s resources like Elijah did the weather, we have not reached the level of covenant justice available to the church.
There are many troublers of America, and every one of them should experience God’s hand of justice. It's time for the
church to pray and it is time to regain our salt. Every Senator and Representative who supports abortion or homosexual
marriage should experience the salt of God’s church!

SATURDAY, May 9
Scripture: 1 King 18:41-46

Confrontations between political government and spiritual government are growing. We can learn from Elijah’s
encounter. After three and one half years of no rain the land was cleansed from the prophets of Baal. Elijah could again
ask God to restore the economy of the nation. His proclamation was one of faith. In verse 41 he said, “Then Elijah said to
Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.”” He had to pray and had to command restoration.
Each time he prayed he sent someone to go look for the sign of an answer. He repeated this seven times, and finally there
was a cloud as small as a man’s hand rising out of the sea. Why do we get discouraged if we do not see an answer after
praying four or five times? Seven indicates whatever it takes. The rain came, and the race was on. Elijah prayed through
cleansing to restoration. Justice demands the removal of those who are destroying the nation so that the people who love
God can restore the land and gain a harvest. The Throne Room is open and God’s inviting us to visit. It is time to see the
hand of the Lord in action. It is time to pray for God’s justice.

SUNDAY, May 10 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:2-4

When we go to war, one of the things we have to prepare for is the length of the battle. Oftentimes when we read
scripture we tend in our minds to package things in short seasons and that transfers into an expectancy of a short warfare.
Sometimes we need a reality check concerning the length of the battle. 1 Kings 22:51-53 gives us such a reality check. We
are told, “Ahaziah the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and reigned two years over Israel. He did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father and in the way of
his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin; for he served Baal and worshiped him,
and provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger, according to all that his father had done.” That is a stunning revelation
considering the magnitude of the confrontation between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The cleansing of the land had to
make a great impression. Everyone remembers the depression and this would have paralleled it! There was three and one
half years of drought all aimed at demonstrating the sovereignty of God and His demand for repentance in a nation.
Anyone who lived in that period, regardless of their age, you would expect to remember and learn from such a dramatic
national event. Ahaziah must have been sheltered from national events. He experienced three years of severe economic
stress without any effect. Political power can insulate from reality, allowing the same spirit of rebellion that came from his
parents to rule him. He continued in the tradition of doing exactly what he wanted to whenever he wanted to. If we were
in Elijah’s shoes would we recognize the necessity of preparing for a generational battle? Have we done that? We should
mentally prepare for a longer war!



MONDAY, May 11
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:1-3

In 2 Kings 1:1-3 we find that Ahab’s son Ahaziah is in full control of Israel and suddenly God intervenes. Through an
accident he falls and is injured. Knowing full well there is a prophet in Israel, he refuses to send emissaries to the prophet,
but rather to the counterfeit god of his parents asking whether or not he would recover. Verse 3 demonstrates that God'’s
justice demands that we learn from previous generations and alter our behavior accordingly. If we do not heed God'’s
mercy extended over decades in dealing with previous generations then judgment will suddenly manifest in a short period
of time. As the cup of iniquity fills over several generations, the onset of judgment accelerates often allowing the new
leaders only a few short years to act. This is the story of accelerated justice based on generational dealing. Verse 3 says,
“But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say
to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?””” Elijah may
have been stunned by Ahaziah’s utter rejection of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. After hearing the testimony of the
God who answered by fire and living in the King’s family, how could you reject God so quickly? Ahaziah walked away from
God to do his own thing! God’s justice fell quickly on a generation that should have known better.

TUESDAY, May 12
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:4-8

Elijah met the king’s emissaries and told them exactly what was going to happen to Ahaziah. He sent them back to
pass on the message. The message was short and to the point, “’You shall not come down from the bed to which you have
gone up, but you shall surely die.” So Elijah departed.” Whenever the king heard of the incident, he immediately thought it
must be Elijah. He asked what kind of man it was and they described him, and he said “Ah yes, it was Elijah the Tishbite.”
Suddenly the king had an opportunity to repent when faced with death. By rejecting God’s word, he spits on the
deliverance that was offered. This next act of rebellion initiates another conflict — between political government and a
representative of God’s government. The conflict initiated by Ahaziah proves the need for spiritual justice to manifest!
The magnitude of the conflict determines the magnitude of justice manifested! And although our initial confrontations
may more parallel the interaction of Elijah and Ahab, we are certainly close to the ones we find between Elijah and Ahaziah.
The question is, are we prepared for the length of this battle?

WEDNESDAY, May 13
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:9-10

One cannot help but wonder if Ahaziah ever heard anything positive about Elijah. Perhaps he blamed Elijah for
contributing to the demise of his parents. Something accounts for the insistence materializing in the confrontation!
Perhaps he wanted to prove his parents correct in their assessment of Elijah. Perhaps he believed serving his god meant
going down in history as the king who disposed of Elijah. When it comes to discerning motivation of heart assessing the
motivation of a politician who tries to kill God’s representative takes supernatural insight! Would killing the messenger
change anything? Surely God would send a replacement representative with another strong message. The church is in the
beginning manifestation of this degree of governmental confrontation. We really have little time to get ready — we must
move at an accelerated pace. The time for preparation is now and we cannot afford to wait any longer.

THURSDAY, May 14
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:11-12

In Verses 11 and 12, the king finds another captain of fifty and sends them out with basically the same message to
Elijah, and that is yah-rad, meaning “to bow down, prostrate yourself, or assume a subservient position.” As a
representative of political government, Ahaziah commanded the representative of God’s government to bow! In the entire
history of the Bible, God has not allowed his representatives to bow as in worship to ungodly rulers or decrees. For Elijah to
have bowed, would be tantamount in the New Testament to denying Christ. This was a governmental conflict in the
spiritual realm. These conflicts are beginning to emerge, state-by-state, as individual states add sexual orientation to their
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categories of “discrimination.” Homosexual couples go to churches, demand to have a wedding, and when the church says
“No we cannot,” they go with a complaint to the state and a discrimination lawsuit ensues. The church is found guilty of
being “obedient to God” by violating state discrimination laws and then the penalty phase of the trial begins. The United
Methodist Church that owns the Oceangrove Campground in New Jersey is in their penalty phase now, and it might be
decided by the time you read this Bible study. We don’t have to wait any longer; it is already at the door. What Elijah faced
with Ahaziah we are facing right now. Do not “turn-the-other-cheek.” Demand covenantal avenging and covenantal justice
upon the head of every perpetrating individual! That is what we pray, and the proof of whether we have any salt is
whether or not we can move God’s hand to remove the perpetrating individual, whether it be the originator of the lawsuit
or the judges deciding the case. The judges who choose to spit in God’s face should meet the God who spits back! This is a
season to move God’s hand upon enemies and restore the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord comes first to the church,
and then to the world.

FRIDAY, May 15
Scripture: 2 Kings 1:13-15

It took two encounters with Ahaziah’s generation until there was recognition that God’s government was in fact
higher than political government. That recognition came from the servants. It did not come from Ahaziah himself. This
speaks volumes about what we are currently facing in government. With a new and younger generation occupying the
White House and other leadership positions throughout the land, there is a distinct lack of respect for God, His Word, and
His ways. We are certainly facing in some leaders, a generation that are just as deceived as Ahaziah possibly because of
their parallel backgrounds. Dealing with Ahaziah shows us what is ahead — it shows us the preparation that is necessary.
Elijah spent his whole life facing one generation after another that refused to obey the Lord, yet he had to stand for
righteousness. That is what we face, and illustrates the confrontations for which we must train a generation. A whole new
dimension of warfare is upon us and what was unthinkable to the church 50 years ago is now reality and we are about to
find out how much salt we really have.

SATURDAY, May 16
Scripture: John 3:16, John 5:26,27

John 3:16 is familiar to nearly everyone who has ever been to Vacation Bible School, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 5:26,27
presents an entirely different side of Jesus, “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He also granted the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.” We have the Savior in John
3 and the Judge of All the Earth in John 5. Which Jesus are we most familiar with? Are we more familiar with the John 3:16
Jesus, or the John 5:26,27 Jesus? It is obvious Jesus had two distinct ministries and we must personally answer this
question. Did Jesus love me enough to die for me? When we can answer that question in the affirmative then we have
probably received John 3:16 and our name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. So now, with the revelation of who He is as
Savior, it is time to grow up. Add to it the revelation of who He is as judge of all the earth and how He paid for it as the Son
of Man. We have little time left to grow up. Circumstances are demanding that we hit the full stride of maturity now. And
yet, it seems many in the church are behind the timeline. We should be further ahead in maturity than we really are. Let’s
close the deficit as fast as we can.

SUNDAY, May 17
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-3

Our question has to be: “What can we expect God to do based on our covenant foundation that goes all the way
back to Abraham?” The judicial thread woven into the Abrahamic covenant in Genesis follows all the way through, even
into the book of Revelation. That judicial thread is available to everyone who is willing to walk this path of “coming out of
country, culture and kindred to the land that God is revealing.” Hebrews states, God is not ashamed of those people willing
to come out and He is offering them a city, whose builder and maker is God. The judicial promise is in Genesis 12:3, "’/ will
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bless those who bless you, And | will curse him who curses you;, And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.””
The Abrahamic covenant had both a blessing side and a judicial side. God weighs back to people what they first weigh to
us. Biblical justice finds its roots in the Abrahamic covenant. As we study the Abrahamic covenant and what God did for
him, we find out what God will do for us because it hasn’t changed. God doesn’t change. He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever, and there is no change in Him.

MONDAY, May 18
Scripture: Galatians 3:25-29

For all those who think they are just New Testament believers and the Old Testament doesn’t have anything to do
with them anymore, Galatians 3 addresses that issue singularly, completely and totally. We are told, “For you are all sons of
God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” It really cannot get any clearer then stating “if
you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” The promise was the covenant. The
covenantal promises God gave to Abraham in Christ belong to us. If we name Jesus as the Son of God, then what God did
for Abraham, He will do for us. That is the beginning and the end of the story. Our challenge is to make the application.
The time for making that application is here.

TUESDAY, May 19
Scripture: Genesis 20:1-7

We open John 3:16 and know that Jesus loved us enough to die to save us. Now the question is, “Does he love us
enough to kill to preserve us?” That is a question that has to be answered. Because if you cannot answer that question in
the affirmative, you cannot enter into covenantal justice. You cannot in faith move God’s hand against your enemy. You
have to know it down to the very core of your being. It cannot be head knowledge, it has to be heart knowledge. In
Genesis Chapter 20, Abraham goes south again and faces the loss of Sarah for the second time. She ends up in Abimelech’s
tent. The question is, to what level of intervention is God willing to go to save Sarah? Verse 7 tells us, “”“Now therefore
restore the man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall live. But if you do not restore her, know you
shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”” God was very clear to Abimelech, “You either restore Sarah to Abraham or you
are toast, along with everyone in your nation!” If the church ever comes to grips with this aspect of the covenant, then the
saltiness will return and things will change at the national level. It is clear, simple, biblical and yet it must become a
covenant reality so that we can pray it confidently!

WEDNESDAY, May 20
Scripture: Luke 18:1-8

When Jesus taught the parable of Luke 18, He was very specific that we ought always to pray and not lose heart.
This is the battleground of our warfare. This is the weapon; the weapon is prayer. Our job is to move God’s hand. About
this issue, there is no retreat. The way we move God’s hand is we put a demand on the covenant that God visit our
adversaries. We have to demand this intervention. We demand it by praying against people. Jesus taught us to pray
against people who were hindering our God-given purpose. Jesus, Himself, taught us to pray against those who were
enemies. An adversary is an enemy. The widow was very clear. She said, “Avenge me!” which demands covenant action!
“Judge between me and my adversary!” The degree of judgment requested has to be Spirit led! That of course is an issue
for the Holy Spirit to unfold. But it is fairly obvious in Abraham’s case that God was certainly “willing to utterly remove the
adversary.” Jesus loves us enough to die for us, He also loves us enough to kill to preserve us. When we get to the issue of
preserving our nation or our city from those who are filling it with iniquity, then the maximum penalty is in view! The
degree of God’s rule over us determines the degree to which we can ask for intervention and still stand in the fire we are
calling down! Jesus taught we would experience the same degree of justice we ask for!



THURSDAY, May 21
Scripture: James 5:16,17, Romans 5:17

In James 5:16,17 we are told, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man is-koo-o overcomes the adversary at nearly all levels.” In context it
also means to move God’s hand if necessary to remove the adversary. Jesus challenged us to pray that way! Now the
qualifier is to be a righteous believer. Being righteous has two parts. First it includes accepting what Romans 5:17 declares,
“For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.” Have we received the gift of righteousness? The
gift of righteousness is a free gift and therefore dependent on what Jesus did for us, not what we did against God! We
need to view the chain of scripture God has connected beginning with Romans 5:17, moving onto James 5:17 and ending in
Revelation 5:9-10. Receiving the reality of Romans 5:17 prepares us to ask for James 5:17 and that brings us into the reality
of Revelation Chapter 5, verses 9 and 10. Revelation 5:9,10 states, “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals;
For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, And
have made us [a] kings and [b] priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” Kings decree justice. Isn't it time we
established these truths in our lives? It is available and it is time to walk there!

FRIDAY, May 22
Scripture: Revelation 12:9-11

In Revelation 12:9-11we are told that satan, like a great dragon was cast out of heaven and was thrown down to
the earth. Now, he is warring against all those who have said YES to Jesus. He is not only the accuser of the bretheren, but
he has been thrown out and now we overcome him by the Blood of the Lamb, by the word of our testimony and the fact
that we do not love our lives to the death. This paints the picture of a generation of Christians just like Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, who were willing to walk into the face of death itself and declare and decree God’s word. It sounds like a
group of people who are willing to stand for the justice of God. Now if you were an enemy and you could see the potential
in this adversary connecting with their God, where would you attack them? And how would you keep them out of moving
in such dramatic power? You would probably go to the first foundation stone. You would somehow attempt to deceive the
believer into forfeiting their righteousness. You would probably resist their receiving it with every possible weapon! The
accuser often tries to convince us we are not worthy to receive the fullness of what Christ died to accomplish in our inner
man. It may be that our battle begins at the point of receiving the gift of righteousness.

SATURDAY, May 23
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 11:1-3

In 2 Corinthians 11:3, Paul stated very clearly he was concerned about something. He was concerned about a core
foundational issue. Verse 3 states, “But | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds
may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” The enemy has a plan and that plan is to corrupt the simplicity that
is in Christ, so that we never function in the full measure of what Jesus bought and paid for. While Jesus bought and paid
for justice, we just never believe that we are worthy enough to go there. So we have to pass it off to somebody else. We
have to believe that what God says in His word is true, and when we believe it then we have to act on it. Faith without
corresponding action is dead.

SUNDAY, May 24
Scripture: James 1:12

James 1:12 says, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” Isn't it amazing that the Lord says “There is a blessing for
you when you endure temptation and walk through my proving: you will receive the crown of life.” And that has to include
a revelation of all that Jesus has bought and paid for. We accept the righteousness of Christ, we refuse the



unrighteousness of the enemy, we refuse to yield to his temptations and therefore we endure. Because we endure, the
blessing of God comes. That blessing includes moving the Lord’s hand to remove the enemy.

MONDAY, May 25
Scripture: James 1:19-20

We are told in James 1:19-20, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” It is possible to respond to the enemies’
assaults either in the flesh or in the spirit. In the flesh, we usually want to do something to them physically. But in the
Spirit, we realize that is not the realm where we are to fight the battle. The realm where we are to fight the battle is in
moving God’s hand upon the enemy, first and foremost for repentance which is the prayer of salvation. If their actions
threaten he land, then the prayer is for justice, including cutting them off. And we cannot do that if we are in bitterness or
unforgiveness and this is where the place of power arises, spiritually speaking, in how we face the enemy and how we face
evil. The early church conquered the Roman empire by forgiving their persecutors and calling upon God. Somehow, we
have lost the connection between personally forgiving and corporately demanding that God avenge their actions! The early
church felt cheated if they were not martyred. Whenever their lives were sacrificed, the martyrs called for covenant
vengeance or covenant justice. We can call for covenant justice before we get to the point of martyrdom. We should be
doing it, and doing it now. Covenant justice is about to be poured out in ever greater measure.

TUESDAY, May 26
Scripture: James 2:14

In James 2:14 we are told, "What does it profit, my bretheren, if someone says he has faith but has does not have
works? Can faith save him?” There is a thread that runs through the book of James, and that thread is beginning to lead us
foundationally to where we want to go in Chapter 5. If we have faith, we demonstrate it with our action. If we have faith in
God, there is a place for action: where we demand Him to manifest on the scene and remove the enemy, to save the
nation. All faith does is ask, then stand on the covenant. We don’t always turn the other cheek. The way we fight back is in
what we ask God to do based on what we have had to endure. Will the real warriors please stand up!

WEDNESDAY, May 27
Scripture: James 3:6

James 3:6 says, “And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles
the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and is set on fire by hell.” It is obvious that if we are going to put a
demand on God for covenant vengeance, we are going to have to put a bit and bridle on our tongue. We are not allowed to
rip and tear at people who hurt us, or to complain with the tongue. We have to walk in a measure of forgiveness we have
to go to that person individually — confront them and tell them how they hurt us. We have to follow the Matthew 18
progression and deal with our flesh. The God of the Bible is putting a demand on us because He wants to save a nation.
But He has to find a people that can walk in covenant vengeance and qualify. It looks like James had a handle on that
qualification process. A process that we had better heed and follow.

THURSDAY, May 28
Scripture: James 4:3,4

In James 4:3 and 4 we are told, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures. Adulterers and Adulteresses do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” Can we move the hand of God judicially if we
don’t deal with the issue of mammon, money and spiritual adultery. The answer is: absolutely not! The first casualty of
asking God for covenant justice would, in fact, be our own lives. James has a progression. He doesn’t just release people
into covenant vengeance in Chapter 5, he lays the foundation. Every chapter has a key: are we willing to accept those keys?
We better, if we are going to regain our saltiness.
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FRIDAY, May 29
Scripture: James 5:1-3

Again, James deals with the issue of our attitude toward money in Chapter 5 verses 1-3 when he says, “Come now,
you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are
moth-eaten. Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like
fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.” Isn't it interesting that God would tell us in the last day, that people are
going to so trust in wealth that they store it up — but their very storehouse will be God’s primary witness against them!
Perhaps fear of not having enough motivated them to close their hand. Because they were not willing, in obedience, to
release into God’s kingdom but were hoarding, that hoarding would in itself be the chief witness against them for eternity.
What an understanding — what a revelation! It is no wonder that when the early church put the spirit of mammon under
their feet, they got an anointing that no sickness or disease could stand in their presence. Isn't it time we paid the price?
The Holy Spirit knows how to get us there, the question is, are we willing to go with Him? That in itself is a call to a whole
different realm.

SATURDAY, May 30
Scripture: Matthew 7:15-23

Perhaps Matthew 7:15-23 is one of the scariest passages in the New Testament. Scary, because it outlines the fact
that it is possible to move in all the gifts of the Spirit — to see signs, wonders and miracles and yet still be captured by a
spirit of mammon so that on judgment day we hear the words, “Depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!” Jesus
warns that He is going to have to declare that to people who have experienced the depths of the Holy Spirit. They have
experienced signs, wonders, miracles and prophecy. And yet he is going to say to them, “Depart from me, you who practice
lawlessness!” What a stunning statement! The possibility of this is amazing. And yet, because Jesus said it, | do not have
any option: | have to believe it. So | must trust that God and God alone knows how to deliver me from a spirit of mammon
so that | will never, ever hear those words. How can we be certain to never hear those words? Radical obedience to the
Holy Spirit is the only guarantee we have!

SUNDAY, May 31
Scripture: 2 Peter 2:14-18

In 2 Peter 2, we have the warning that amplifies the reality of Matthew Chapter 7. Verse 14 says, “Having eyes full
of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are
accursed children.” It is possible to move in the gifts of the Spirit and still have a heart trained in covetous practices. Wow,
that is stunning. It is possible, according to verse 18, to use hype and great swelling words to hype the signs, wonders and
miracles to get a bigger audience and therefore gain a larger offering. The end of it is very simple: “Depart from me, you
who practice lawlessness!” How many of our greatest ministries, because of their fundraising practices, are going to hear
Jesus declare those words? | suspect it is a far greater number than any of us are willing to admit. Jesus has a plan for the
church — it is a qualification plan. James has an outline for a life of successful obedience. | trust that we will follow that
outline and get there. The church needs to walk in the power of Chapter 5 now! Let us qualify and make sure we are there
by the end of the year.
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